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Information is your weapon

The purpose of this magazine is to tool you up.

With accurate information and positive inspiration.

To expose hidden agendas and highlight new initiatives.
Standing for cultural diversity, community and respect.

To give fair voice to those who have none, have gone hoarse, or
are frightened to speak.

To battle for a better environment - countryside, urban and
psychological.

With no book, no badge, no flag and no anchoring affiliations
other than the truth.

....Arm yourself

SQUALL costs money and that money has to came from the donations sent
by people who value the work highly enough to dig into their coffers. The
cover price only covers a fraction of the total cost. The magazine has been
going for nearly three years and has so far managed to scrape by on very
little finance and the dedicated efforts of a few people and those living
around them who have accommodated the intolerant behaviour induced by
such a work-load.

For this issue, we lost the entire magazine when the old computer on
which the last eight issues have been produced crashed, two days before
going to press. We need at least £750 to replace it. Meanwhile SQUALL 10
is in preparation and will, finances willing, be on the streets, droves and
country lanes in mid April.

Lend us your support and we can continue to give you ours.

SQUALL
c/o 2 St. Pauls Road,

London N1 2QN.
e-mail: <squall@intermedia.co.uk>

Mailing List

To subscribe to SQUALL, simply send us your name
and address along with as much money as possible.
The magazine is currently quarterly and costs £1.30
per copy inluding p&p. We will of course, accept any
extra money enclosed with gratitude, as a donation
towards the running costs of the magazine. Please
specify how many future copies of the mag you expect
to receive (a year, the rest of your life[!] etc.).
Cheques made payable to SQUALL.

Much Respect & Without whom.....

Debbie Allen, Mathew, Nikki Spawls, Rosy, Andrea Latham, Gary HH, 64/65ers,
The New Pegasus Posse, Chris McTof, Rainbow with the vid, Roving Jenny S, Irish
Paul, Rainbow Church Collective, Dimitri, Chris, Andi Viz a Ve, Jim Paton, The
SQUALL Ambassadors, The Cop Shop, All the folk at CHAR, Gavin, Julian,
pHreaky Bob, Paul Guenault & Keiran McCarthy for the wheels.
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All pictures Concern for the Future - A young
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Lift off - Road campaigners and local
Open copyright for non-profit making residents carry cars off the pavement
use only and back into the gutter where they
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Thestateit'sin

Travels in a political Arena

The Latest Act

Since the Criminal Justice Act’s
arrival on the statute books there have
been a number of arrests, but as yet no
convictions. Top of the league table by a
long way are hunt saboteurs, whose 95
arrests under the ‘aggravated trespass’
section of the Act represent the most
used part of the legislation to date. There
are also seven road protesters on charges
under the same section of the Act. Four
from a crane-climbing protest in
Manchester associated with the No M65
campaign and three arrested outside of
the Wimpey office in Bristol, during a
protest over the Company’s involvement
in the construction of the M77 near
Glasgow. All seven have pending court
dates.

Information concerning travellers
is much harder to collate than most of the
other groups affected by the public order
sections of the Act. Travellers have
always been under-represented in terms
of campaigning groups and are, by the
very nature of their itinerancy, difficult
to keep in contact with on a nation-wide
basis.

Reports coming in suggest that so
far the Act has been used mostly as a
threat to travellers - to move on or face
arrest. Twelve travellers in Glen Garry,
Scotland, refused to move in order to
challenge the law but in fact now face
initial charges under the 1865 Criminal
Trespass Act (a uniquely Scottish law).
The word is that there are also
outstanding charges against them under
the Criminal Justice Act, which are only
to be brought if a conviction under the
Scottish Criminal Trespass Act is not

secured by the authorities. These
travellers are being dealt with two at a
time at a series of court dates beginning
in March and going through to April.

There are as yet no reports of any
arrests under the raves and festivals
section of the Bill. The sections
immediately implementable are those
allowing police to order people
assembling for an event to leave with
their equipment and vehicles, and those
allowing a constable to turn away anyone
within a five mile radius that they
consider may be heading for the event.
The sections on the confiscation and
disposal of sound equipment and other
property are not likely to be activated by
statutory instrument until around April of
this year.

The same goes for the ex-parte/24
hours to get out/£5000 or 6 months
imprisonment sections of the Act against
squatting. These are not due for
implementation until changes are made
to the rules of court by the Lord
Chancellor’s Department and are
expected around May/April time.

However, the sections allowing
forced entry to be used against squatters
by protected intended occupiers (PIOs)
became implementable on February 3rd.
BUT DO NOT PANIC. Anyone
attempting forced entry to a property
must possess either a certificate showing
them to be a local authority/housing
association PIO or a statement sworn
before a justice of the peace or a
commissioner of oaths, proving them to
be a private PIO. Without these
documents forced entry is illegal. If
acting on behalf of a PIO, the people
attempting forced entry must have
authorisation from
the PIO. There are
already reported
incidence of
‘heavies’ kicking
doors in, claiming
they have the right
to do so under the
Criminal Justice
Act. This is not the
case. If such forced
entry occurs,
squatters and other
occupants should
telephone the police
immediately and
inform them that
someone is
breaking into your
home.

It is vital to
the process of both
tracking misuses of
the Act and keeping
in touch with its
implementation
nation-wide, that
anyone affected by

the legislation contacts one the CJA
monitoring schemes (see page 44).

Non-violent
direct-action explosions

There is no doubt that the
incidence of direct-action protest has
increased since the passing of the
Criminal Justice Act last November.
Passionate demonstrations of public
concern, such as those at Shoreham,
Brightlingsea and Coventry, have clearly
caught the attention of the media,
involving as they do a wide variety of
people never before participating in
direct action.

As a consequence, many people
have come face to face with truncheon-
wielding riot police for the first time in
their lives, and found such encounters to
be as unpleasant as previously
marginalised political protesters have
always said they were (see ‘News of the
Skews’ - page 10). Even the Daily
Express ran a double page spread on
whether the police had been “too heavy”
at Brightlingsea.

The crown of official
embarrassment of course came in
February, when Allan Stewart, Junior
Scottish Office Industry Minister, was
caught attempting a little raw devolution
of his own with a pickaxe. Whilst
visiting the site of the M77 construction
outside Glasgow, it appears that he went
temporarily berserk, ripping down road-
protesters’ banners and waving a pick
axe with the words - “It’s a useful thing a
pick-axe. there’s a lot you an do with a
pick-axe”. After a lamentable effort to
suggest that he had been charged by
protesters, a story no-one bought, he was
forced to resign. His son is also the
subject of an investigation after arriving
on site with a loaded air gun (See ‘Road
Wars’ - page 16).

Contributing significantly to the
new climate of protest have been the
major anti-road campaigns of the last
few years. Environmental non-violent
direct actions, such as those at Twyford
Down and Claremont Road have helped
create a new and different impression of
the possibilities of direct action; usurping
the old ‘core of troublemakers’
conclusion, used so casually to dismiss
previous expressions of public
dissatisfaction (see Towers of Strength -
page 18).

The media have given far more
coverage to the likes of the Shoreham
and Brightlingsea demonstrations than to
any public protest in recent years,
primarily because they clearly involve
large numbers of ‘ordinary’ (a media
term) people. Both the Claremont and
Twyford campaigns inspired much local

support and participation, helping prime
both the media and the general public
with a new sense of overt political
expression. Concerned people from all
walks of life are seeing that involvement
in non-violent direct actions are
effective expressions in a deaf
democracy. As more and more people
lose faith in ignored consultation
processes, official ‘blah’, and political
unaccountability, the number of people
who feel strongly enough to come out
and make a demonstrative stand,
increases. No-one could fail to be
unmoved by the mother of Jill Phipps
(the woman who died under the wheels
of a veal truck in Coventry), who rose
above her own grief to say that she too
would be willing to die to see the end of
compassionless veal exports. Media
martyrdom aside, we are talking about
real human beings here; people who feel
this strongly.

Some observers have asked why it
is that animal transportation in particular
has inspired such vehement public
outrage. What about people who have no
shelter tonight, they say, or the
increasing levels poverty in this country,
or the long term social erosion caused by
unemployment and the breakdown of
communities etc?

These are certainly important
points to remember although people do
view animals as obviously innocent.
Never the less, the lack of compassion
and respect inherent in purely profit-
motivated animal transportation, are
factors missing from much of current
politics. The consistent over-emphasis of
economics as the most important facet of
human development is squeezing the
humanity out of human societies. It is
reflective in the way we treat animals,
the environment and each other.

Single issues and
getting things done

From within the political arena,
left and right, there has been a general
slander directed towards ‘single issue
politics’ and ‘lobby groups’.

“We don’t see pressure groups for
what they are; one dimensional,” said
Michael Portillo last year. “I do not
believe policy should be determined by
lobby groups of whatever sort,” agreed
Tony Blair.

However, pouring passion into
single issues has become the only way
many people feel will ensure at least
some progress somewhere. Whilst the
political arena plays out its careful chess
match, real life goes on and has needs. In
order to campaign for the recognition of
these social needs, it is necessary to stick
at something.

Politicians are bound to find such
lobbying an annoyance, reluctant as they
obviously are to alter a pre-agenda’d
game plan. However, they are supposed
to be democratic representatives and
lobbying your MP is the vestigial
remains of democratic accountability.
For the myopic political chess-players,
the annoying fly buzzing round the light-
bulb is an uncomfortable reminder that
their game is not the only thing going on
around here.



The Criminal Justice Act has
certainly played a significant part in
introducing ‘single issue campaigners’ to
each other, and the common ground they
all share is their battle for respect.
Whether it be for the rights of animals or
the rights of homeless people; the rights
to decide whether your land is carved up
by more tarmac or the right to be
culturally diverse.

However, the Criminal Justice
Act is just one of many manoeuvres,
both legislative and covert, designed to
engineer a society befitting a
compassionless economic vision of
Britain.

Even a cursory glance at the
measures and motivations in the
legislative pipeline, is enough to
demonstrate the across-the-board
political disrespect, presently prevelant:

The removal of the statutory
provision for resettlement units is the
subject of a clause buried within the
currently debated Job Seekers Bill, and
further erodes the availability of direct
access hostels for homeless people. On
top of this, the upcoming Homelessness
Review will the remove the statutory
right of ‘priority need’ homeless families
to permanent housing.

The last budget announced the
cutting of funeral grants available to
‘poor’ families, under the pretext that
they encourage funeral parlours to charge
more. The same unbelievable logic was
used to announce a cut in housing benefit
under the similar pretext that it
encourages landlords to charge more!

Landlords and funeral parlours
charge more because greed is a
characteristic of an unfettered free-
market, not because they see the pound
signs of benefit flashing before their
eyes. Most landlords will not take people
who are on housing benefit, considering
the benefit system to be an unreliable
rent-payer; a fact that most home-owning
politicians would never know about.

Meanwhile single mothers are
having babies just to jump the housing
waiting list, or so we are told by a
government intent on the avoidance of
housing responsibility. Even if it were
true, and it undoubtedly isn’t, we should
be questioning what this says about the
availability of housing, not looking at
reducing the opportunities for single
mothers yet further.

The more this government stamps
itself with such socially corrosive
legislation, the more people come to
realise that a complacent disrespect for
social realities oozes out of every sub-
clause of recent legislation. This has
undoubtedly fuelled the number of
people who now feel committed to
protest campaigns.

But of course, except for the
energetic few, it is not possible to be
everywhere at once and indeed the
effectiveness of campaigning often
depends on concentrating on one issue. If
you could say something once and have
it registered, then single issue politics
would be unnecessary. However, the
experience of most people involved in
grass-roots politics, is that official ears
are severely clogged with power-wax.
Thus progress depends on sticking with
an issue until a fair voice is registered.

Democracy was never founded on the
principle of ignoring people, but the
British version seems to be running it
that way. Polished but meaningless
political verbals, may sound authoritative
but they are beginning to make a cliché
of language itself, so disconnected are
they from any substance. People just
don’t believe the blah anymore, however
many acting lessons or schools of oratory
the particular politician has attended.

It is a major dichotomy that the
political arena is annoyed with ‘lobby
groups’, at the same time as requesting
that we all feel included in the political
process.

“It is time to bring government
closer to the people it serves,” says Tony
Blair (Hansard 11/1/95)

Are we supposed to vote and then
leave MPs and big business to get on
with it? Upon what basis is such social
trustworthiness expected?

There are an increasing number of
politicians who have never met the
reality of need face to face. Having left
public schools and universities, politics
has been their career-path ever since (see
‘Shuffle, Shuffle, Snuffle’ - page 12).

Tony Blair should take note of the
fact that it takes more than a pre-
arranged photo-opportunity in a run
down council estate to put an academic
career-politician in touch with real life.

In the absence of in-touch
politics, single issue lobby groups have
become the voice of current social
concerns. They have multiplied in recent
times, and the mutual adversity of facing
a deaf political system, has led to
interactions and cross-support based on
common experiences. No wonder the
likes of Portillo and Blair feel threatened.
Not everyone is politically placated by
the manufactured smiles of rubber lips
and the cheshire cat.

DIY Community Care

There has been a proliferation of
squat community centres and cafes
recently, daring to operate an open door
policy in the middle of cities. At a time
when there is much debate about such
things as community care and the
rehabilitation of young offenders these
DIY centres have been providing just
such social initiatives. CoolTan in
Brixton, The Rainbow Centre in Kentish
Town and another in Cardiff; the Alamo
in Blackburn and the Courthouse in
Brighton, are amongst a number of such
projects springing up nation-wide.
Coming in through the open doors are
people discharged from mental
institutions - largactyled into a
zombiedom, young rough and tough
homeless people with “no respect for no-
one, cos no-one’s got respect for me”,
run-aways, drug addicts and alcoholics,
as well as artists and dancers.

Such genuine care for the
community has in fact been a feature of
many of the

groups targeted for eradication by
the Criminal Justice Act. Festivals for
example, offered many thousands of
people the chance to experience co-
habiting with complete strangers; a
unique and increasingly rare learning
experience - especially when it’s pouring

with rain.

Meanwhile money buys us a solid
front door and perhaps a strong garden
gate behind which we can isolate our
small family units. Steven Norris,
Minister for Public Transport and ex-
VW/Audi dealer, all too convincingly
stated at a recent Commons environment
select committee, that people wanted
private cars because “You have your
own temperature control, your own
music, and don’t have to put up with
dreadful human beings sitting alongside
you.” At free raves and festivals in sharp
contrast, you share the music, the
temperature control and the experience
of dancing with other human beings
beside you.

Before the public order legislation
of 1986 and 1994, travellers could also
gather together, forming communities
often centred around fireplaces and
stove-burners. Not the “hordes of
marauding locusts” described by the
Daily Telegraph, but people who find a
greater sense of purpose in collecting
fire-wood than in dealing stocks and
shares. Something that perhaps the
brigadiers and free market philosophers
at the Daily Telegraph have little
conception of.

Public order legislation over the
last ten years, driven as it is by media
hysteria and cultural prejudice, has
severely curtailed such gatherings by
limiting the assembly of people to 20 and
of vehicles to six. This has also
exacerbated the vulnerability of
travelling families to an increasing
incidence of vigilantism.

“No one will interfere with the
traditional right of the gentlemen of the
road to wander the lanes of Scotland, so
long as they are on their own or there are
only a few of them,” said Home Office
Minister, David MacLean with
characteristic cruelty.

To those unfamiliar with festivals,
free raves or communal campaigns, their
contribution to community awareness
may not be obvious beneath the black
paint applied by ministers and media.
But the point to rescue from beneath the
misinformation, is that if people have no
direct experience of living with each
other, then the whole concept of
community becomes alien to their
attentions. Only through the direct
experience of community - its trials,
tribulations and celebrations - do people
learn how to make living together work
in reality. Otherwise of course, we end
up with the situation that we

seems both her and her subsequent
replacement, have followed policies
attempting to ensure that such pro-
market anti-community ideas, dominate
our social reality. Almost as a
contradiction we have consistent ‘blah’
on open government, citizen’s charter,
millennium celebrations and of course
the national lottery. The lottery, as a
good example, has been hyped up to
become the new currency of the nation’s
conversation - something for us all to
rally around as a nation, much of course
to the financial benefit of both the
government and the operating company,
and, oh yes, some to charities to make it
all palatable. They all make rather
pathetic replacements for genuine
community.

Meanwhile, if you talk to
seventeen year old Dave in Luton, he’ll
tell you he was a homeless car thief at 15
but now has found purpose with the
squatting and dance community
regeneration posse, the Exodus
Collective: “It was like eating bad apples
all my life and then tasting a good one. I
only want to eat good ones from now
on,” he says.(see Exodus update - Page
32)

On a wider political level, the
need to cultivate a healthier respect for
cultural diversity is ever more necessary,
swamped as many are by the economic
intentions of multi-nationals and other
free-market myopics. It is undoubtedly
such convictions that fuel the two
‘unemployed’ campaigners currently
pitching themselves against the top libel
lawyers employed by the $24 billion-a-
year junk importers - McDonalds (see
Other Busyness - page 6). There is also a
major grass-roots battle occurring in
Russia and other east European
countries, as western business
opportunists come pouring into the
vacuum. It is no small irony that the
largest McDonalds in the world operates
in Moscow, whilst women stand on the
streets of the city in rows, trying to sell
their toilet seats to make ends meet (see
‘Western Promise’ -International
SQUALL - page 34).

On a global level, the threat to the
environment is universal and demanding
of a unified response as a matter of
urgency. Cultivation of community is not
only a matter of necessity for the long
term health of our society, it is also a
matter of utmost importance in meeting
the global environmental threat posed by
the erosion of human respect. @

have in the current political
arena, where words like
‘community’ remain an
unrealised rhetorical
concept.

The existence of
Agenda 21, an
internationally signed
agreement from the Rio
Earth Summit of 1992 is
gathering momentum and
possibly represents a new
opportunity to call such
‘community’ rhetoric to
account. (see page 15)

Thatcher was famous
for saying “there is no such
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News Shorts & Other Busyness

WESTMALADMINISTER
CITY COUNCIL

As District Auditor John
Magill’s investigation of
Westminster Council’s late
eighties “gentrification” and
“social-engineering” policy
drawsto aclose, new allegations
about the extent of the bribery
came to the fore at the beginning
of Feb.

As reported extensively
in the last SQUALL,
Westminster City Council,
under the leadership of arch-
dragon Damn Shirley Porter, had
selectively sold off council
houses to “increase our support”
in “key wards”, as well as
exporting homeless people out
of the Borough as “they are not
our natural supporters.”.

The newly uncovered
documents show that in order to
increase the attractiveness of
council house sales,
Westminster Council agreed to
pay for unlimited free repairs to
those houses, well after they had
already been sold.

The confidential report,
now in the hands of John Magill,
shows that the 6,700 people who
bought homes under the
‘designated sales’ scheme since
themid-1980’s, have been given
free or cheap servicing charges
and indemnity against all repair
bills, some of which have
amounted to £20,000 per
property. This is estimated to
have cost nearly £30 million of
tax-payers money, and once
fully investigated, may add
considerably to the £22.25
million surcharge on those
implicated council officials,
fingered by the District
Auditor’s provisional report last
year.

A memorandum marked
September 1 1987, written by
former housing director and
implicated official, Graham
England, is included amounts
the new evidence before the
investigation

“Our whole home
ownership policy, both right to
buy and designated [sales] could
be affected by adverse publicity
that this will generate and this
could effectively deter
purchasers. We must find a
solution to this problem
urgently. It may be possible by
exploiting loopholes in the
present regulations to avoid
collecting charges from lessees.”

Back in 1987, Graham
England’s worry about “adverse
publicity” could not possibly
have predicted the “Disgraceful,
Unlawful, Improper” headlines
that would be splashed all over
the newspapers seven years later.

Itis still not known when
District Auditor John Magill’s
full report will be published but
it promises to be a corker.

Magill hasresisted all the
underhand attempts to have him
removed from his post by the
likes of Tesco heiress and ex-
leader of the Council, Damn
Shirley Porter and now looks set
to give the westmaladminister
politicians the public exposure
they deserve.

Of course, once Magill’s
report is published, the 13
Westminster residents who filed
the original complaint will still
have to find the money to take
the implicated officials to the
High Court, an important step in
the long haul to eventual justice.

“GET LOST - YOU’'RE FROM
THE DAILY MAIL”

One of the classic incidences
of the Brightlingsea
demonstrations occurred in
January when a group of middle-
aged local people on the protest
front-line  were being
interviewed by a reporter from
the Independent.

Coming over to nestle in
onthe conversation, came another
reporter from that most politically
pre-agenda’d of all national
newspapers, the Daily Mail.

“Hello, I’m from the Daily
Mail,” he said, sure of his social
standing amidst the folk in the
group.

But it seems as if a little
exposure to the realities of heavy
policing and political reticence,
changes cosy impressions. One
of the group turned to the Mail’s
reporter telling him to “get lost”.

“You’ve been lying to us
for 30 years,” she continued.
“We’re not talking or listening to
you again.”

Muck “DonaMs
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Set to become the longest libel trial in British history, the McLibel trial started up again at the high
Court in mid-January. Dave Morris and Helen Steel are defending themselves in the High Court against the
mighty resources of the $24 billion-a-year junk food giants - McDonald’s.

Having run for just over 6 months, the trial restarted in mid January and looks set to take another year.
Both Dave and Helen are UB40s but find themselves far from unemployed as, without legal aid, they pitch
themselves against McDonald’s top libel lawyers who are suing them for the distribution of material critical
of the burger giant’s psychological manipulation of children, nutritional content of its food, environmental
concern for the origin of its meat and the rights and conditions of its employees. It is a frontline protest,
backed by a small McLibel support team, working full-time to defend the right to free speech and the ability
of an ordinary person to criticise the invasion of their streets by a conglomerate.

STRESSVILLE UK

The workin g weekin Britain
now averages43.4 hours, one hour
more that ten years ago and two
hours more than the next nearest
European country, Portugal.
According to statistics released
recently by Eurostat, the EC’s
statistics office, both males and
females in Britain work a longer
working week than either sexes in
any of the European Community
countries.

Britain is the only country
in the EC where the working week
is actually increasing. Some of
this increase is accredited to
professional and managerial staff
working long often unpaid hours
to further their career in a highly
competitive career market. It is
also likely that the rise in
‘itinerant’ self-employed contract
work, has similarly led to a furious
increase in working hours in order

to met the high competition for
the contracts. Whatis undoubtedly
the caseisthatsuchahigh average
working week leads to heavy
stress on those who are employed,
and fewer opportunities for those
that are not.

A recent report published
the Joseph Rowntree Foundation
reported that between 1975 and
1993 the number of two adult
households where both adults
worked has gone up from 51 to 60
per cent, whilst the proportion of
households with no earner has
risen from 3 to 11 per cent.
According to the same Report,
the gap between rich and poor in
Britain has increased
dramatically, with the proportion
of the population earning less than
half the national average income,
more than trebling since 1977.

TORY WAGES

an hour. Is that acceptable?

In I_ine with government incomes
policy, | can offer you £1 an

I'm afraid I'd rather
stick my head up a
dead bear's arse.
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Barry was in favour of a decent minimum wage.
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COMPENSATION
AND
APOLOGIES
FROM
TWYFORD
DOWN POLICE

Police in Hampshire were
forced by the courts to pay
£53,350 in damages, after
unlawfully locking up ten road-
protesters from Twyford Down
for up to 13 hours.

The court case took place
in January at Winchester County
Courtand heard that the protesters
had been arrested and locked up
in May/June 1993 for the charge
of obstructing a police officer.
Their solicitor John Davis,
pointed out in court that without
a warrant, there are no powers of
arrest for the minor offence of
obstruction.

One of the ten protesters
DrDavid Abbot, described being
“grabbed from behind by a
policeman” and “taken to a black
maria.”. He was awarded £4,500
compensation for wrongful
arrest.

The settlement also
included an unreserved apology
from John Hoddinott, Chief
Constable of Hampshire. There
are many more such court cases
pending.



GET OFF YOUR LAND

Eighteen months ago a
group of travellers bought two
acres of land between Chepstow
and Coleford, in Gloucestershire,
near the site of the May Forest
Fayre. They then applied for
planning permission to have 10
‘family units’ (vehicles) on the
site. Permission was refused. All
subsequent applications have also
been denied. The travellers
received the decision for their
last appeal in December, they
were refused again and given
three months to get off their own
land.

Kate, one of those living
on the site and fighting the case,
told SQUALL the decision was
devastating. There are eight
children on the site, some settled
at alocal school and the eviction
date on March 14th falls right in
the middle of the school year.

Locals have been
sympathetic and some spoke for
the travellers at their hearing, but
the council has acted regardless
of positive responses and seems

tohave nodesiretoevenconsider
the travellers as a welcome part
of the community. Kate said the
travellers’ land is a much sought
after plot. Ironically the council
would apparently prefer to see a
house built on what it chooses to
describe as an ‘area of
outstanding natural beauty’.

“What’s really annoying
is that they’ve been saying they
want to make it easier for
travellers to provide their own
sites,” Kate continued. Under the
Criminal Justice Act local
authorities no longer have a
statutory obligation to provide
sites. The Government has
defended its move by suggesting
travellers be encouraged to go
through local planning
procedures and secure their own
sites.

Legally, the travellers
couldhavebeen given permission
toremain on the site with areview
after two years. Even if the land
is environmentally sensitive the
travellers could have been given

advice or assistance in finding a
new site in a less sensitive area.
However, the council is clearly
not after a positive solution. “We
wanted a year if we got kicked
off,” said Kate, “so we’d have
time to find another piece of land,
but the council got what they
wanted right down the line. We
got no leeway”.

The travellers now planto
go for a judicial review using the
Children’s Act to prove council
negligence in not offering the
families alternative
acommodation and acting
without any regard for the
children on the site. At the very
least they want a time extension
until the end of the current school
year. Their greatest fear, says
Kate, is that “they will Criminal
Justice us”. There are rumours
that local police have asked
permission to forcibly remove
them using the Criminal Justice
Act if they fail to leave on the
eviction date.

TRAVELLERS GET COMPENSATION
FOR DISCRIMINATION

Travellers, Mike and Coral
lived on the Beechen CIiff
travellers site in Avon and had
shopped at the Littlewoods
department store in Bath for years,
buying toys and clothes for their
two children Sunshine (aged 5)
and Tara(aged 13). So when Coral
visited the store to buy a bottle of
wine just over a year ago, she
couldn’tunderstand why the store
suddenly refused to serve her.

“The shop assistant told
me that she had been told by
security not to serve me,” recalls
Coral. “So I asked to see the
security and he came down. I
asked him why they would not
serve me and he said ‘we won’t
that’s why’.

“Then I asked if it was
because we lived on a travellers
site, and he said ‘Yes, that’s
right’.”

Mike and Coral in fact go
to church each Sunday, and one
day found their faces on the front
page of the local newspaper after
theirlocal vicar came out publicly
in support of the travellers’ right
to have some where to stay. “The
vicar wasn’t very popular in the
area after that,” says Mike.

It seems apparent that the
staff at Littlewoods now

recognised Coral from the
photograph and, although had
been unable to identify her as a
traveller up until that point, now
decided that discrimination was
their policy.

“The security told me:
‘You might go outside with that
bottle of wine, drink it all and then
come back in here intoxicated and
cause trouble, or you might go
outside give it to somebody else,
who will drink it and then come
back in here intoxicated and cause

trouble” recalls Coral.

Nothing she could do or
say would sway the Littlewoods
staff to budge from their racist
stance. However, fortunately and
indeed rarely in comparison to
the current proliferation of anti-
traveller discrimination and
vigilantism, the Law Society got
hold of the case. They threatened
to sue Littlewoods for
discrimination, receiving a public
apology and £750 compensation
in an out of court settlement.
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Back in mid-November last year, the campaign group
SQUASH (Squatters’ Action for Secure Home) occupied this tasty
looking property opposite Kensington Palace.

The building is owned by Sheikh Saif Bin Mohamed Al
Nahyan, the ninth issue of Sheikh Zayid Bin Sultan - ruler of the
United Arab Emirates. The property had been the salubrious home
to various previously homeless species; moss, ferns and dead

pigeons for the last ten years.

In return for an ‘environmental donation’ of £10,000, used to
mend the Hyde Park gate, Kensington and Chelsea Council recently
gave Sheikh Al planning permission for 23 luxury flats with servants’
quarters and underground car-park. Who said planning rules were

subjective?

SQUASH occupied the building for a short period, unfurling
a number of banners and passing leaflets to the passers-by of

Kensington.

TRAVELLERS ABROAD

There are indicatons that
travellers are leaving this country
to avoid prosecution under the
Criminal Justice Act. Steve
Staines of Friends, Families and
Travellers told SQUALL alot of
people have left over the last
year. Although assessing the
numbers and their reasons for
leaving is difficult he believes
that the figure is probably
hundreds: “I’ve talked to a quite
a lot of people who are saying
we’re going to have to go abroad.
That’s certainly a recurrent
theme.”

The travellers’
destinations seem to be Ireland,
Spain and Portugal. In Ireland
there has already been an official

response to more travellers than
usual. One particular article in
the Southern Star, in October,
quoted a West Cork Councillor
who expressed disquiet at the
large numbers of ‘New Age
Travellers’ moving to Ireland to
“escape Draconian British
Laws”. There have been calls
for similar measures against
travellers to be introduced in
Ireland.

Steve Staines detects a
steady trickle of travellers to
continental Europe. He says
some have travelled to Ireland
and then, instead of returning to
Britain, have taken a boat straight
to France, Spain or Portugal.



There has been an increase in the use of cameras by police
on recent protests, including the invasion of Michael Howard’s
garden back in November last year. Working with the old ‘core of
trouble-makers’ mentality, the authorities make an effort to find out
who is behind all this public unrest, not realising of course that,
‘though organised, it is leaderless and extensive.

Never-the-less, no-one knows what happens to all this footage
and how much of it is used to target individuals seen on more than

one or two demonstrations.

ALTERNATIVE MEDIA
REVEALS THE TRUTH AND
SAVES PROTESTERS

Members of Smaliworld
and Haggerston Film Co-ops
were present at a demonstration
that took place outside Hackney
Town Hall last July (see
SQUALL 8).So, when the police
made an attempt to prosecute
two of the protesters for
assaulting a policeman, outcame
the video footage to show that it
had in fact been the other way
round.

Protesters, Jacob Secker
and Simon Barlow, appeared
before Old Street Magistrates
Court at the end of January,
charged with punching PC
Terence Moore of Shoreditch
Police Station on the head.

In their defence, the
couple showed the stipendiary
magistrate video-footage of the
incident, shot by cameraman
Gerald Coral. It clearly showed
PC Moore throwing punches at
Jacob Secker.

Despite claims by PC
Moore that punching Secker
three times to the body was
necessary to restrain him, the
magistrate ruled that PC Moore
had used violence that was “not
reasonable” and consequently
dismissed the case.

Secker is now
considering whether to sue the
Police for assault instead.

HACKNEY TAT MAN
SUSPENDED

The suspension of Hackney
Council’s £55,000-a-year
Director of Housing, Bernard
Crofton in October 1994 has
caused quite a stir in the borough.
There have been suggestions that
the councilis coveringup areport,
written by Crofton, in which he
claimed that illegal immigrants
working for the council were
abusing their positions and
commiting benefit frauds.

In November, The
Guardian ran a feature on the
history of the case. The piece was
supportive of Crofton and the idea
that he is being scapegoated
because his investigations have
uncovered frauds implicating
senior council colleagues. Crofton
and his cronies in the council claim
there is massive job fraud in the
borough; employees being
appointed with fake references,
employment histories and

qualifications, in addition to a
number of illegal immigrants
amongst council staff.

These allegations sparked
angry responses from those
outraged that “illegal immigrants”
should be held responsible for
corruption within the housing
department. Crofton and his much
hated Tenancy Audit Team
(whose attention, you may
remember, strayed last year from
council corruption to evicting
large numbers of squatters with
the aid of London Electricity and
British Gas - See SQUALL 7)
attempted an investigation into
all staff who had joined the
housing directorate in the last two
years. There was much opposition
within the department to Crofton
gaining access to largely
confidential information. His
ultimate mistake was an
unsupported allegation of

nepotism against Sam Yeboah,
the personnel director. A council
enquiry found no evidence of
nepotism. Mr Yeboah accused
Crofton of racial harrassment and
Jerry White, Hackney’s Chief
Executive, finally suspended him
on charges of racial harrassment
and gross misconduct.

Crofton’s disciplinary
hearing, which began at the end
of December, is being heard in
secret by a sub-commiittee of five
councillors, and is expected to
run for about twelve days until the
end of February. There is
apparently pressure to complete
the hearing before March, when
Jerry White leaves Hackney for a
senior local government position
as a local authority ombudsman.

Council staff in the know
have been told to keep quiet about
details of the hearing or face one
themselves.

ROAD-BUILDING HQs
OCCUPIED

Office occupations have
become a new and imaginative
feature of the road-protesters’
itinerary.

Inmid-January a planned
non-violent invasion of the
British Road Federation offices
on the Old Kent Road, was
thwarted when protesters turned
up to find riot police waiting for
them. After adjourning for a cup
ofteaand are-think, they decided
to pay a visit to the Highways
Agency instead. This
organisation carries out the
Government’s road-building
programme, as well as managing
the existing road network.

The protesters walked
straight into the building, and
whilst some of them unfurled a
‘Bulldozing R Future’ banner
from the building, others made
their way to Chief Executive
Lawrie Hayne’s office. Mr
Haynes was actually inresidence
at the time and made a

desperately nonchalant attempt
to carry on as normal as several
protesters sat in his office, some
of them playing penny-whistles.

At one point Haynes left
the room in order to find out
what was taking the police so
long to show up. During his
absence, the protesters answered
his telephone calls, telling the
callers that “the Highways
Agency had decided to
concentrate on Bicycle lanes
from now on, having seen the
error of their environmentally
unfriendly ways”. Normal
uniformed police did arrive but
simply told the protesters not to
use any electricity as this would
lead to charges of theft. In order
to comply more fully, one
protester turned out the lights,
testing Lawrie’s nonchalance
still further. Eventually the riot
police arrived and the protesters
were escorted from the office
peacefully.

A couple of weeks later
the protesters paid another visit
to the British Road Federation’s
Elephant and Castle offices.
After occupying the office for a
short period, they then climbed
onto the roof of the building to
unfold banners proclaiming a
change of name for the BRF

establishment. ‘British
Redundant Follies’, announced
one, ‘Breathing Rancid Fumes’,
suggested another.

In sharp contrast to the
lines of riot police present at the
British Road Federation offices
a few weeks earlier, there were
only a few policeman this time
around and, after escorting the
office-occupiers off the
premises, they left the protesters
on the roof to come down in
their own good time.

SPIKE ON THE
MIC

Whilst animal rights
campaigners from all walks of
life were making an effort to
prevent the export of veal from
Shoreham, a row of squats in
nearby Portslade-on-Sea were
making a unique contribution to
the proceedings. Hanging from
the squatters’ windows were
speakers broadcasting music to
protesters waiting for the next
lorry. At one stage Spike
Milligan showed up and, with a
microphone fed into the squatters
PA system, did an impromptu
and from all accounts hilarious,
stand up show.




T here was much mirth when Robert
MacLennan (Lib Dem MP -
Caithness and Sutherland) stormed
out of the launch of Charter 88’s Citizens’
Enquiry in January.

As Lib-Dem spokesman on Home
Affairs at the time of the parliamentary
passage of the Criminal Justice Bill,
MacLennan had served on the committee
stage of the Bill.

On several occasions the chairman
was forced into asking him to speak up, so
muffled and hesitant were his interjections.
Atone stage, as he stood up to introduce an
amendment he himself had tabled, he
muttered: “For the life of me Mr Chairman.
I can’t remember why I tabled this
ammendment.” There were titters and sighs
all round from the rest of the committee.
Indeed colleagues have actually gone on
record in Hansard as referring to him as
‘The Mogodon Man’.

Despite assurances from other
members of the Lib-Dems home affairs
team, Bob never did speak up in support of
squatting as a housing safety net as they
had promised. At one stage Bob sidled up
to an observer in the public gallery and
asked him why he was there. “Because 1
care,” said the incensed observer much to
MacLennan’s bemusement.

So when MacLennan paced up to
HelenaKennedy QC atthe launch of Charter
88’s Citizen’s Enquiry, no one could quite
believe the fury with which he spoke.

“You deliberately ignored me,”
fumed Bob. “You saw I had my hand up to
make a point but you deliberately ignored
me. ....Deliberately .....You’re all just here
to ridicule politicians.” And then, despite
Helena Kennedy’sratheramused apologies,
he stormed out of the debating room with
his entourage of researchers trailing behind
him like the flustered dust of an anally-
retentive comet.

“Never mind Bob,” called out an
assorted itinerant, as the comet passed down
the aisle. ““You had your turn but for the life
of you, you couldn’t remember what to
say.”

It was a Citizen’s Enquiry after all;
designed as an opportunity for the citizen
to air their democratic concerns. Most
citizen’s who spoke talked of how
politicians rarely listened to people’s
genuine concerns, preferring instead to steer
the debate along the lines of their own pre-
determined agenda. Bob, as the only MP
present, did his profession no great service
by obviously misreading the Citizen’s
Enquiry brochure. As for ridiculing
politicians, well, it seems we can leave that
job to take care of itself - with the Mogodon
Man, I think we’re in safe hands on that
score.

s Nigel Evans (Con MP - Ribble
AV alley) will tell you, his consituency
is a “beautiful rural constituency”.
In fact, he’ll tell you many many times.
Thus was the experience of the panel on a
two hour live chat show on the Criminal
Justice Act, broadcast on Radio 5 at the end
of last year.

And of course in his “beautiful rural
constituency’ he has absolutely no time for
travellers and ravers who would wreak the
havoc of hell upon his “beautiful rural
constituents”.

Placed on the table in front of him
during the entire course of the programme,
were five sheets of Houses of Parliament

Actors of
Parliament

paper, bedecked with a green portcullis.
Written on each was the party line on the
most prominant parts of the Criminal Justice
Act and from these he did pour forth a
torrent of repetitive bleets. Regardless of
the points raised by the other members of
the panel (a lawyer, a civil liberties
campaigner and an assorted itinerant), the
Radio 5 listeners were treated to an
unceasing verbage on the “victims of crime”
and the” victims of the victims of the victims
of crime”, and “the frail grandmothers of
the victims of crime” and “the little girl
with blonde pigtails who once met a victim
of crime.” etc.etc

When the civil rights campaigner
asked Nigel how his constituents would
feel if a big motorway was about to slice its
way through his “beautiful rural
constiutency”, he replied that the law-
abiding citizens of Ribble Valley would all
“register their protests through the proper
channels”. It was pointed out that the
environmentally concerned citizens of the
“beautiful rural constituencies” of
Hampshire had done exactly that, when the
M3 was about to carve it’s way through
Twyford Down. However, itdidn’t seem to
have any affect on the eventual anhiliation
of two official Sites of Special Scientific
Interest and several Archaeological
Monuments............ ”I wish just for once
these civil liberty people would remember
the victims of crime,” replied Nigel.

So it was with some amusement
that SQUALL opened a copy of Hansard
(29/11/94) to find Nigel Evans on a new
crusade for the “victims of crime”.

“I'mustsay thatThappento represent
the most beautiful rural constituency (sigh)
in the United Kingdom,” he gushed. “Let
us think for just a moment about some of
the sleepy villages and hamlets around the
UK which are invaded invariably on a
Sunday, by car boot sales.” Yes - this
weeks scourge of the nation is car boot
sales.

“Why should they [the villages] be
condemned to suffer even further because
there are no controls over car boot sales.”

Condemned? Suffer?

“Gisburn is another area which has
suffered greatly because of the sales. The
Gisburn car boot sale happens Sunday after
Sunday, and heavy traffic is passing through

Gisburn on those days.”

Perhaps we missed something here
at SQUALL, but as far as we know Gisburn
isnotaworld-renowned car boot sale centre,
towards which thousands of articulated car
boots gravitate every week.

But for Nigel it seems to be a major
problem for which he has a solution.

“We are all crossing our fingers and
praying that at some stage in the near
future, we will get the Gisburn bypass to
relieve that heavy traffic.”

Anotherroad through his “beautiful
rural constituency”?

Oh how the countryside gives way
to political expedicancy, particulary with
the Government considering to put tolls on
main roads, inevitably leading to more
traffic coming off those roads and passing
through the likes of Gisburn?

Meanwhile back on the Radio 5
programme, the assorted itinerant read out
a quote from the The Council for the
Protection of Rural England, a response to
the Criminal Justice Act that ought to have
appealed to Nigel’s rural pretensions. It
read:

“We would be concerned about any
measures that would restrict opportunities
for the public to express their opposition to
activities which threaten the environment,
such as new roads
construction.”[‘Aggravated Trespass’ CJA
Section 68&69]

“What about the victims of crime?”
replied Nigel.

Accountability, wouldn’t you just
love some?

nyone looking for reasons why the
ALabour Party put up such a limp

opposition to the Criminal Justice
and Public Order Bill would of course have
plenty to choose from. Another one became
apparent recently after Labour party
members received aleaflet marked - ‘Leave
Country Sports Alone~A Labour
Supporter’s Campaign’

“It is essential that we protect
wildlife habitats,” said the leaflet. “But we
have to face the fact that 80% of the
countryside is in private ownership. The
State could not equal the investment or
commitment of country sports in nature

conservation without massive regulation
and a heavy burden on the tax - payer.”

Amongst many other gems claimed
by the leaflet, we had:

“Hunting is relatively
humane......The Labour Party is damaged
when it is seen to be associated with an
extremist movement some of whose
members use violence to promote it’s
cause.” And the absolute classic: “Labour
must not go down in history as a party
anxious to abolish the pleasures of others.”

The fact that a recent opinion poll
suggested that 80% of the population are
against fox hunting seems to have passed
them by. Instead they insist that “The
Labour Party needs to win rural seats to
win the next General Election. An anti-
country sports policy is a vote loser in rural
constiuencies but wins the Party no votes
even in urban and suburban seats.”.

So when the right to peaceful protest
took it’s greatest knock for a many a while
with the ‘aggravated trespass’ clauses of
the Criminal Justice and Public Order Act
(billed by the Tory government as designed
for Hunt Saboteurs), perhaps it was none
too surprising that the opposition proved
less than vehement. For the Chairman of
the ‘Leave Country Sports Alone’ campaign
is none other that Baroness Mallalieu QC,
Labour’s Home Affairs spokesperson in
the House of Lords.

ne of the buzz-phrases in the Labour
OParty atthe moment is “increase the

membership”. And so it was that
Tony Blair has appointed Peter Kilfoyle
(Lab MP - Liverpool Walton) as the new
head of the Labour Party’s Youth Task
Group.

Peter Kilfoyle appeared in The
Indpendent (8/12/94), with his first bit of
media coverage in the new job, saying that
would be happy to talk to a range of
interested groups including ravers, new-
age travellers and environmental
campaigners.

“Eco-warriers are a fact of life,” he
said. “It’s easy to say that they feel
disenfranchised from normal channels of
political protest, but we have gotto open up
lines of communication.”

Many people of course viewed
Kilfoyle’s rally cry with cynicism, saying
that now the Criminal Justice Billis an Act,
the Labour Party were safe to put their
mouths where their votes never were.
Hoping that we’d all forget their lack of
action when action was called for, the cynics
suggest they are now attempting to ‘vote
syphon’ the unexpected level of public
oppostion to the public order sections of
the Criminal Justice Act.

Interested in “opening up lines of
communication”, as long as they are
genuine exchanges of course, SQUALL
wrote to Peter Kilfoyle at the beginning of
December:

“Should you wish to write a letter
putting forward the Labour Party’s position
on some of these issues - giving reasons
why young people (and older ones!) should
not feel disenfranchised - then we would
seriously consider publishing it.” By
February there had been no reply
whatsoever from Kilfoyle. And so we write
again:

Dear Labour Party, No thirst was
ever quenched by the talk of water, Love
SQUALL.
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A look at the skew-whiffs
of the British press.

At the end of last year, both the Guardian and the
Independent carried a review of the year in pictures. Of
all the photographs that were used, only one image was
published by both newspapers. The picture was taken in
Hyde Park, during the trouble that came at the end of a
demonstration against the Criminal Justice and Public
Order Bill back in October of last year. As you can see
from the reproduction opposite, the photograph shows a
police charge on horseback, seemingly attacked by a
number of protesters carrying sticks.

Was the picture, which both the Guardian picture-
editor Eamonn McCabe and the then Independent
Magazine picture-editor Colin Jacobson describe as a
“medieval battle scene”, truly representative of a year of
strong opposition to the Criminal Justice Act?

SQUALL spoke to both McCabe and Jacobson to
find out why they chose such a picture to represent the
year. We also present two other pictures that tell a slightly
different story to the one suggested in the content of the
photograph they showed.

“There's the hole...

That's it: pack the

Go on—
put your head in it loose eart around_

For Colin Jacobson the
picture “summed up and
symbolised a year of diverse
protest, everything from
motorways to civil rights.”

Whether or not it was
reflective of the proliferating non-
violent forms of protest seemed
less of a consideration. “You have
to look for pictures that are going
to stay in people’s minds, that
don’t necessarily make a value

judgement,” he says.

However, the caption
accompanying the version of the
photograph did seem to qualify the
picture with an undeniable value
judgement.

“THERE’S A RIOT GOING ON”
bellowed the headline. “Four years ago,
it was the poll tax battle that brought
violence to the heart of London. This
year, on an October Sunday in Hyde
Park, a demonstration against the
Criminal Justice Bill turned into a pitch
battle, with rioters throwing broken
bottles and iron railings and the police
reciprocating with baton charges.”

The dictionary definition and
obvious implication of using the work
reciprocation clearly suggest the heavy
handed police activities on the day were
a reply to, rather than a provocation of,
the violence that ensued at the end of the
demonstration.

Although Jacobson considered
that it wasn’t clear from the photograph
“whether the police are charging the
protesters or the protesters are charging
the police”, the inferred slant given by
the caption is less ambiguous.

Eamonn McCabe could not
remember the name of the Bill against
which the demonstration took place.
However, he did consider that “every 50
or a hundred years, things change in the
policing and governing of people. It
seemed to me to be an image that said:
‘Are the police really gonna take over
now?’. There’s something about the
small guy up against the power of all
those horses.” Whether or not it was a
fair reflection of anti-CJB protests was
something McCabe said he didn’t know
about. To be fair to both Colin Jacobson
and Eamonn McCabe, their job is to
choose memorably powerful
photographs. In particular, they are both
considered by photographers as picture
editor’s with a higher than average
attention to the art of photography.

“The primary motive was the
quality of the image, it was visually
stunning,” says Jacobson. “It was fresh
and different, dramatic and confused,
quite extraordinary. Almost a medieval
pitched battle.”

“There’s the power of the horse,”
says McCabe. “The fact that it’s blurred
and moved makes it more powerful. It
has such a medieval feel.”

The accompanying caption in the
Guardian talked of “the thousands of
photographs taken by professionals and
amateurs. The one that stands out was
taken by Andrew Wiard.”

Wiard’s photograph was in fact
one of a set of previously unpublished
prints, sent out by the Network Photo
Agency specifically to meet the end of
the year press-photo market. Asked
about why he had not tried to represent
the vastly more proliferating imaginative
non-violent protests that occurred last
year against the Bill, Jacobson was of
course thinking of image (it is the picture
editors job to do so).

“We could have used other
images from Claremont Road or
Twyford Down, but these would have
been a bit predictable. So much of that
stuff had been used and the subject was
too familiar.”

In fact, when Jacobson was still at
the Independent, the word amongst
freelance photo-journalists, was that he
considered “new-agey stuff” to be a
“tired angle”; including in his list of
disinterests, the Claremont Road
eviction. Colin Jacobson has now left the
Independent in order to work full-time
on ‘Reportage’, a photographers’
magazine he himself founded. It comes
as no small irony that the next issue of
Reportage is to be almost exclusively
devoted to images of the Claremont
Road eviction, taken by photo-journalist
Gideon Mendel.

For McCabe, the question of
whether non-violence was a feature of
recent protests was not clear cut. “It’s
very hard to tell,” he says. “It’s like these
animal protests. Are these general animal
protesters or are they people keeping
aggravation with the police going a bit
longer? It’s a very thin line, at the
moment the story seems to be that it’s
local people getting up and protesting.”

SQUALL conducted a straw pole
of first impressions to Wiard’s
photograph. The majority impression
was one of a dramatic and violent scene.
In News of the Skews Issue 8, we
reported that the 15 minute fracas outside
Downing Street during a seven hour,
predominantly peaceful, anti-CJB demo
last July, made up the exclusive contents
of all 16 of the photographs appearing in
the press on the following day. The
police were even quoted deep in the text
of one article as saying “The people at
Downing Street were a very small
minority of the march, which in the main
passed peacefully.” No matter - violence
and drama sells. It makes us gasp.

But what every editor must ask
themselves is, what part does violently
emotive media coverage play in
perpetuating violence as the absorbed
norm of overt political expression? The
past year saw many non-violent protests
such as the climbing onto the roof of
Parliament, the invasion of Michael
Howard’s garden, the resistance to the
eviction at Claremont Road, amongst
many others that might have made a
more up to date reflection of modern
political protest, as well as good
photographs. A new breed of non-violent
direct action protesters have made a
serious effort at redefining what can be
done with anger and dissent. To ignore
such activity is to hand the stage over to
the violently expressive, and then who of
course is responsible for the
performance?



The photograph that both the
Independent and The Guardian
selected for their review of the
year. Taken by photo-journalist
Andrew Wiard.

Protesters run for safety
as police horsemen
gallop through park.

Freelance journalist Tim Malyon interviewed Sam
Court as she lay on a paramedics’ stretcher after the
Hyde Park demo in October. He sent SQUALL the
tape.

“They started charging and all I remember was that he
pushed me and then the copper kicked me in the back
and I fell over,” said Sam. “I put my hand over my
head to shield it and he started whacking my arm - I
just laid on the floor then. He kept telling me to get up
and I tried to get up but I just fell over and then some
people pulled me out.”

Fellow protester, Roisin Chamberlein, said:

“If you put somebody in battle-dress in front of a
crowd who are already excitable about something, they
are demonstrating against and feel very strongly about,
then the armed force provokes heightened feelings and
that’s what happened. All the way along the route,
there were just ordinary bobbies looking pretty bored;
then suddenly you get ones that are saying - ‘We’re
expecting trouble’..... If you expect trouble, you get it.”

The paramedic added:

“We’ll probably take her to Mary’s or St. Thomas’s
Hospital. There’s another one that’s been hit by a
horse, we’re gonna send her off to hospital for X-rays.”
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Shuffle
Shuffle
Snuffle

lively march against homelessness. It was

organised by hostel residents, tidied away in the
Government’s so-called ‘rough sleepers initiative’. The
marchers included John Battle. His speech and John
Major’s sick denunciation of beggars two days
previously, helped ensure good coverage in the media.

Since it was a bank holiday weekend, John Battle
had obviously made this obscure, scrag-arsed march a
personal priority. He could have been putting his feet up
at home in Leeds or buttering up his constituents there.
You don’t usually get northern MPs to weekend events
in London, unless there’s lots of kudos attached and
much fluttering of the ‘great and good’, neither of which
was on offer.

That was typical of John Battle, who proved to
be a jewel in the political mud. His housing role was
only a junior shadow ministry, and it was obvious he
was kept on tight leash by his boss, the odious ex-
student politico Jack Straw. Never the less, he made a
better impression than any other shadow housing
Minister since Thatcher crawled from the slime. He
didn’t go down too well with bankers, building
societies, Housing Corporation bosses and council big-
wigs, and he had no time at all for the Sir George
Young fan club, eager to preserve its grants and jobs,
which Sheila McKechnie was running at Shelter. The
people John Battle impressed - the people he listened to
and respected - were homeless people, tenants,
squatters, housing co-ops and others who, being at the
brunt end of housing, know what’s going on. He
advocated, and was inspired by, self-help solutions and
self-organisation. Unusually for a politician, he knows
the energy and creative power of people coming
together to meet their needs themselves and believes in
the wisdom of those at the sharp end. Oh...and he was
an appreciative reader of SQUALL, which I hope he
remains.

Some people thought John Battle was just a
ranter. He’s certainly good at that, but he also had an
excellent grip on the complex issues in housing and
never sunk to empty slogans. With Straw and Blair
breathing down his neck, it’s hard to know what else he
could do. At least he ranted a lot of the right stuff.

L ast May, barely 200 people held a small but

JOHN BATTLED
BUT WILL SLICK NICK?

In a way, it’s surprising Nick Raynsford hasn’t
had the job sooner. He’s been the Labour Party’s Mr
Housing for more than a decade. Former boss of SHAC
and latterly a ‘housing consultant’, he won the Fulham
bye-election in 1986, lost that seat, then bounced back

Not only were the Queen’s speech and the
budget bad news for homeless people, so to is
the Labour Party shadow cabinet. Tony Blair
has now finished shuffling his subordinates.
Shuffled out is shadow housing spokesperson
JOHN BATTLE, relegated to the obscurity of
‘open government’. In his place, we get the
sharp suits and crocodile smile of

NICK RAYNSFORD.

Kt Nash, a squatting activist and member

of The People’s Housing Information Service,
watches the manoeuvres.

Housing won’t be Slick Nick’s only concern.
He’s also keeping the job he had before as shadow
Minister for London. That says something about
Labour’s priorities. In the *40s and ’50s, when the
parties both boasted they could build more houses that
the other lot, housing was one of the top jobs, with a
seat in cabinet. Now Labour makes it half a job for a
bod at least a notch below cabinet rank.

as MP for Greenwich in 1992. Endowed with plenty
upstairs, he’s the ultimate technocrat in the many legal
and financial intricacies of housing, baffling to most
politicians. In fact at one stage, he was sort of informal
consultant to the government as well as the Labour
Party. When housing benefit was introduced around
1982, the system was so complicated that Nick
Raynsford was reputedly the only person who really
understood it. Civil servants used to ring him up for
advice when they got lost in their own maze!

With his public school smarm, Raynsford is

NO RESPECT

obviously a much more ‘suitable’ Labour suit to impress
the bankers and building societies than John Battle ever
was. He’s likely to hit it off with the career campaigners
as well. Now that Sheila McKechnie has been
succeeded at Shelter by Chris Holmes (ex-housing boss
of Camden Council and previously the man whose
caution kept CHAR constipated for years), and with the
Tories heading down the pan, Shelter and Labour can be
expected to start croaking the same off-key ditty once
again.
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A techno-whizzo he may be, but Raynsford is a
cold fish who’s shown little real respect for homeless
people. They’re the last voice he’s likely to listen to.
You wouldn’t find him in Trafalgar Square supporting a
couple of hundred hostel residents, street-dwellers and
squatters! He’s anti-squatting and chronically
patronising towards those who don’t rate as his equals.
He doesn’t find wisdom or ideas coming from the
streets. because he doesn’t look for them. Homeless
people are there to be done good to by ever-so-
concerned, highly intelligent liberals like him. That’s
why, like most politicians, he misses out on so much
that John Battle was almost uniquely plugged into.

YOUR MOVE, NICK

For all his expertise, Nick Raynsford knows
nowt about the great unacknowledged resource of
homelessness; the ideas, ingenuity and energy of
homeless people. On past form, he doesn’t want to
know either. Maybe the best thing we can say to him
and his party is what some earlier squatters, the Diggers,
said when the revolutionary government they had
fought for turned out well Blairish - promoting the
interest of the minor squirearchy and the emerging
middle class, but negligent of the people’s needs.
Announcing their pioneering squat at St George’s Hill,
(near Weybridge, in Surrey) in April 1649, the Diggers
said:

“We are made to hold forth this declaration to
you that are the Great Councel, and to you the great
army of the land of England, that you may know what
we would have, and what you are bound to give us by
your covenants and promises; and that you may joyn us
in this work, and so find peace. Or else, if you do
oppose us, we have peace in our work and declaring this
report: And you shall be left without excuse.”

So what about it Nick? It’s never too late to
“joyn with us in this work”. Or will you be left without
excuse?



A growing number of
grass-roots campaign groups
are using internet and
electronic mail to get their
message networked to a global
audience. Professional
information manager Ben
Schneider continues his series
of articles on who is using the
net and why SQUALL readers
should know about it.

The variety of people using the Net
isincredible. Sure, many of the users are in
business and education but as I mentioned
in the last article, its unregulated nature
means that anyone can put whatever they
want onto it.

It is as a result of this that there has
been a swell of Net use in this country
amongst environmental and social justice
campaign groups. One major advantage of
posting information on the Net is the
instantaneous way a campaign group can
inform others of ademonstration

provider (see accompanying box), you set
your communications software to PHreak.
The service offers the user 20 minutes of
FREE access per day. For longer access
time subscription costs are only £5 a month.
You can find some of SQUALL 7 on
PHreak, as well as all of SQUALL 8 and
very shortly the SQUALL 9 you are reading
now.

PHreak is not strictly speaking the
internet. It does however, allow all Net-
wide electronic mail to be sent and received,
but does not offer other Net facilities. What
it does have is ‘local’ bulletin board and
information from the New Economics
Foundation, a radical think tank. It also
offers a selection of Net-wide bulletin
boards, such as alt.pagan and alt.hemp.

According to PHreak’s Chris Smith
the service was set up to “give alternative
groups a site in cyberspace where they can
hang out”. Much of the Net is taken up by
computer program-swapping, business and
mainstream, so that PHreak provides an
opportunity for assorted itinerants to enter
an arena and communicate with a larger
percentage of like-minded individuals than
might normally be found on the Net itself.

Groups like PHreak give me hope

WORKING
THE NET

that the future of the Net will not just
involve the expression of dollars for data.
The groups mentioned in these articles are
on the frontline of their issues, enabled by
Internet to proactively comment alongside
the more conventional voices that usually
dominate the airwaves

comments, updates and net-news
write to Ben Schneider c/o SQUALL or e-
mail : <squall @intermedia.co.uk>

SOME OF THE GRASS ROOTS
GROUPS ON THE NET

Smallworld

Film and distribute the alternative news video
magazine - Undercurrents. They also train people
to use camcorder to record events.

e-mail: <smallworld@gn.apc.org>

No M11 Link Campaign

As the name suggests, an environmental protest
organisation aiming to hinder the completion of
the M11.

e-mail - <nom11@gn.apc.org>

Road Alert

Involved in anti-road building campaigns all
over the country

e-mail: <roadalert@gn.apc.org>

or rally. Just before Claremont
Road was finally evicted (RIP),
bothRoad Alert and the NoM11
Link Campaign posted
information on the ‘Alert’ news-
group in the environmental
network GreenNet, asking for
people to come and support the
Claremontians during their
eviction.

The Hunt Saboteurs
Association posted an article
(news-group: animal.rights)
announcing that the first court
case of arrested sabbers under
the new Act was taking place on
December 14 1ast year. The court
case was adjourned.

Meanwhile, Smallworld,
the alternative video news
agency, posted an article on the
gen.media news-group letting
everyone know that their avidly
awaited video news magazine,
‘Undercurrents No2’ (seereview
on page 27) was out and about.

There are also regular
news updates from both Earth
First! and Road Alert, with
information on the progress of
specific campaigns.

PHreak on the other hand
are an actual dial-up service
accessible through anet modem.
Instead of dialling your internet

Getting Hooked Up

To get ‘hooked up’ you need four tools: a computer, a piece of
communications software, a modem and an account with an
internet provider.

1. Most computers are able to work with the internet - check with
the internet providers and support services mentioned in point 4 if
in doubt ie. your computer is very old.

2. The communications software enables the computer to send and
receive information from an external source.

3. The modem converts small epics of computer code into electronic
signals which can be sentdown a telephone to areceiving computer.

4. Aninternet provider is an organisation which has a large central
computer which has access to aninternetentry pointor ‘node’. The
provider can store electronic mail (computer post) and holds
internet applications such as news-groups (computer newspapers).

Costs to join up vary with each access provider and often depend
on the different special services they offer.

GreenNet, a member of the global Association for Progressive
Communications has ajoin-up fee and varying subscription charges
for commercial or non-profit organisations and how much time
you are ‘on-line’. For non-profit groups, it costs £15 to register, £5
per month subscription and 4-6p per minute on-line time.

Demon, one of the most popular commercial internet providers
charge a £12.50 join-up fee and £10 per month subscription with
full internet access and unlimited time.
Internet Users must of course be aware that there is the cost of
using the phone line too! The larger internet providers will usually
have numbers all over the country, so that you will be charged at
the local call rate, rather than national rates, wherever you are
dialling from.

Earth First!

Many local environmental NVDA
groups.

e-mail: <snufkinsdef@gn.apc.org>

Hunt Saboteurs Association
campaign and protest against blood
sports

e-mail: <hsa@gn.apc.org>

Freedom Network

Networking informationre: Criminal
Justice Act and other associated
actions and events

e-mail: <freedomnet@gn.apc.org>

Moving Target

The alternative urban cyclist’s
mouthpiece

e-mail: <movingtarget@gn.apc.org>

Cornerstone

Resource centre for many groups
including Earth First

e-mail: <cornerstone @gn.apc.org>

Seed

Contains info on underground
campaigning organisations in the UK.
This is on World Wide Web, an
internet application allowing even
faster referral to sound and images.
Editions of SQUALL will be found
on this bulletin board in the near
future.
<http://web.cs.city.ac.uk/homes/
tgs1001/home.html>
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“People should not think the way of
getting themselves heard is by lying
down in front of bulldozers or
chaining themselves to a tree.  am a
reasonable man and listen to
reasoned argument.”

Brian Mawhinney - Secretary of
State for Transport - BBC Greater
London Radio December 1994

“At the time of the 1989-90 public
inquiry I was secretary of Waltham
Forest Transport Action Group, a
body of some standing in this
borough. Our application to be
heard was submitted in good time
but I was simply not allowed to
speak. The inspector said that he
wanted to close the inquiry and did
not want to hear any more. If I had
been allowed to speak, I would have
been told that all the most important
issues were outside the scope of the
inquiry.”

Stephen Ward - Letter to the
Guardian 7/12/94

EEN
4%

MAGAZINE

We tried to create a wonderful
advert, that would convince you
that you couldn’t live without a
subscription to GreenLine.
We couldn’t - probably because
we’re not capitalists; we just
publish a magazine full of things
we think people should know- as
inexpensively as we can - with as
much involvement from its
readers as possible.
Send £1
for a sample copy to:
Catalyst Collective Ltd.
PO Box 5,
Lostwithiel,
Cornwall PL22 0YT




€ritical
Mass

by Patrick Field

woman pushing a baby in a buggy, holding the

hand of a small child and carrying a bag of

shopping, waits at the kerb while a stream of
her fellow humans pass in motor-vehicles. The road is
obstructed less than a hundred metres away. To stop and
let the family continue their journey would not delay
any of the drivers, but in their anxiety to keep moving
they overlook this. Each one defiantly uses the
threatening power of the machine they are piloting to
assert their priority. Motorists are not bad people, but
city traffic has a personality of its own; ill-tempered,
selfish, bullying and pushy.

Motor traffic dominates our streets. It turns the
places we live into war-zones, where a moments lapse
of concentration can have serious, even fatal
consequences.

sanity every month

Crossing the political bridge by bike - Critical Mass rides for clean air and cycle

Attempts to accommodate motor-traffic have
dominated land-use planning in Britain for forty years.
The car is so central to the idea of freedom and
satisfaction through consumption, that huge sacrifices
have been made by everyone in futile pursuit of
unlimited mobility. Children have lost their autonomous
mobility. Local services have been displaced to
suburban locations where they are only accessible to the
motorised minority. The very air we breathe is
poisoned.

Motor-culture has a fierce grip on human
imagination. It is hard for people enmeshed in motor-
dependence, or whose dreams of power and autonomy
rest on the ambition to own and use cars, to contemplate
life without the metal plague. Car-culture generates so
much spending and earning activity that any prosperous
people find the idea of life without its pervasive
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economic influence frightening.

At the same time the, limits of motor-culture are
obvious to all city-dwellers. Advertising for cars
becomes increasingly surreal - exotic locations and
weird symbolism - as it gets more difficult to say
anything good about them that does not demand an
ironic response. The image of car as liberator becomes
less sustainable every day. Dismantling motor-
supremacy will involve problems. It is also a huge
opportunity to increase the amount of justice and joy in
the world.

If all the tools devised by the restless invention
of our species were ranked by benefit minus
disadvantage, the pedal cycle would be up there with the
sewing-machine, the fiddle and the printing press. The
bicycle is a free lunch. It carries its rider at speeds that
match any other form of urban transport. It is easy
to park, simple to manufacture and maintain with a
long service life. The problems associated with its
use; exposure to inclement weather, inability to
carry children or freight can all be overcome with
imagination and technology. A bicycle provides
life-prolonging physical exercise. The bicycle is not
a free lunch. It is a lunch you get paid to eat.

If human organisation persists for another
two hundred years the 20th Century will be
regarded as a cul-de-sac where the chimeral
promise of unlimited mobility offered by more
complex machines briefly outshone the bicycle’s
potential to increase the absolute total of human
happiness. We are a long way from exhausting the
diversity of this potential. We have only scratched
its surface.

Critical Mass assembles at 17:45 on the last
Friday of every month under Waterloo Bridge
outside the National Film Theatre. With
participation running at 200 or more it provides a
chance for cyclists to temporarily displace motor-
traffic from the city streets, enjoy the warm
applause of pedestrians and show that it is possible
to have a happy time on the streets of Central
London at six o’ clock on a Friday evening. Fresh
air and fun - yes. Fumes and frustration - no.
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Local Agendas

Anna Makismow has been
involved indiscussions onlocal
Agenda 21 implementation
with both Lewes Council in
Sussex and Camden Council
in north London. Now
operating out of a squatted
church in Kentish Town, she
takes a look at how squatters,
travellers and environmental
protesters fit the Agenda
perfectly.

Agenda21 isbased ontherealisation
that we cannot have a healthy society or
economy in a world with so much poverty
and environmental destruction, and
acknowledges the need for major changes
in attitude and lifestyles. It encourages
individuals “to become an active part of the
search for a sustainable future.” The
attendant governments agreed in Rio that
by 1996, every local authority should have
developed a local Agenda 21.

While awareness and opposition to
the Criminal Justice and Public Order Act
grows, it is perhaps a good time to remind
people that many of those who will be the
first to be criminalised under this Act are
already contributing to finding solutions to
some of the global challenges which our
head of state accepted at Rio.

Travellers and squatters have been
branded by the Government as having
nothing positive to offer but this is not the
case. Agenda 21 identifies “unsustainable
consumption” as one of the main causes of
“the continued deterioration of the global
environment.” Most travellers and squatters
do not perceive material possessions in the
same way as other sections of society, and
perhaps the whole of society could learn a
lesson from the simpler-way that they live.

The Agenda states that “to make
urban life more sustainable, governments
should see that the homeless, poor and
unemployed get access to land, credit and
low cost building materials. People also
need security of tenure and legal protection
against unfair eviction.”

Many of the one hundred thousand
or so people who are squatting or travelling
in this country would now be homeless,
had they not adopted a ‘Do it yourself’
approach to their need for a home. Agenda
21 sees homelessness as a symptom of a
“global environmental and development
crisis”. Instead of putting criminal sanctions
on squatting and practically outlawing the
travelling lifestyle, the Government could
fulfil some of its Agenda 21 commitments
by supporting people who maintain a

building that nobody else is using or who
live in a truck or a bender.

By putting criminal sanctions on
peaceful but direct protest, the Criminal
Justice Act will outlaw one of the most
effective ways of highlighting problems
within society, non-violent direct action
(NVDA). As the suffragettes in this country
demonstrated, NVDA can act as force for
positive change. A lot of NVDA in recent
years has been focused around
environmental issues eg. road schemes,
nuclear power and the protection of wildlife.
Those actions raise awareness of what is
happening to our planet and possible
solutions toenvironmental problems which,
according to Agenda 21 should be
everyone’s concern.

Anti-nuclear campaigners promote
“ways of minimising and limiting the
creation of radioactive wastes”’, whilst road
protesters ‘“encourage forms of
transportation that minimise emissions and
harmful effects on the environment.” These
are both stated aims of Agenda 21.

Protests increase public awareness
of the choices we face as we move into the
21st century. They also allow ordinary
citizens to bring their views and feelings
into the political debate. The Government
should accept these protests as prods in the
right direction.

Free parties may not appear to be an
environmental issue but a lot of young
people go to them and young people are
crucial to the success of Agenda 21. The
government’s desire to suppress free parties
along with squatting, travelling and eco-
action has led to a blending of ideas,
resources and information between these
groups.

Information about environmental
destruction and eco-action is appearing at
parties and festivals, donations at free
parties have helped to set up environmental
community centres and housing projects
and even a DIY urban farm in Luton, all in
previously unused buildings. ‘Parties with
a purpose’ have arrived and should be
given space away from residential areas
and encouraged.

Politicians and bureaucrats are
struggling toimplement Agenda21 and are
asking for all the world’s citizens to help, at
a time when people on the fringes of our
society are becoming more aware of the
responsibilities we have in actively creating
the world we want to live in. These people
should be encouraged not criminalised. By
suppressing diversity and dissent, the
government is closing one path through
which a sustainable future could be reached.

Through co-operation at all levels
between government, local authorities and
citizens, a sustainable 21st century can be
achieved. We must work together for a
brighter future.
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What is Agenda 21?

Three yearsago, Britainsigned
anew international agreement
pledging a commitment
towards community
empowerment. Since then
‘Agenda 21’ has become the
new buzz word sweeping
through grass roots
organisations, whether
working to clean up local
rivers, setting up community
centres or providing local
housing schemes. But what is
it and does it mean anything?
Andy Johnson looks into
potentials of a new flag.

Agenda 21 is a document signed by
70 countries, including Britain, at the Earth
Summit in Rio (The United Nations
Conference on Environment and
Development - UNCED) in 1992.

It is a long, rambling, vague tome,
outlining certain policies that countries
should adopt in order to achieve
“sustainable development”.

At its heart is the principle that all
sections of a community, including
businesses, trade unions and grass roots
organisations should join together to
provide basic shelter, food and warmth
(development) to the poor and vulnerable,
in ways that do not harm the environment
(sustainable).

What has caught the imagination of
grass roots organisations is that this
partnership includes local authorities; and
that by 1996 every local authority in the
country is directed by the agreement to be
undergoing its implementation.

Agenda 21 contains much that was
specifically designed for developing
countries. As such, its brief covers an
enormous range of topics, from the role of
farmers and indigenous peoples, to
“combating deforestation. Some of its terms
of reference, specifically those applying to
the poor, apply equally to so called
‘wealthy’ countries such as Britain.
Especially now that the levels of poverty in
Britain are on the increase.

It is important to remember that
Agenda 21 is not a binding agreement.
There is absolutely nothing under
international law to compel governments
to act on their promises. In diplomatic
parlance, it is know as ‘soft law’.

The effectiveness of Agenda21 will
therefore come from people being familiar
with what it says and applying pressure on
the authorities to keep to their
internationally agreed directives.

Take the words of Michael Heseltine
atapre-conference meeting in March 1992:

“In our view, Agenda 21 should
representahighlevel political commitment.
The key to Agenda 21 is that this is a
document for everyone with a part to play
in delivering sustainable development, not
just governments.”

Reading between the lines, Michael
Heseltine seems to be handing the Agenda
over to local resources and Human skills,

directing them to provide the basic
necessities for their own communities.

The chapters that affect the poor in
this country are all in Section 1 of the
Agenda. They are Chapter 3 - Combating
Poverty, Chapter 4 - Changing
Consumption Patterns and Chapter 6 -
Protecting and Promoting Human Health.

Each chapter is further divided into
3sections. If we take Chapter 3 - Combating
poverty as an example, the sections are The
Problem (Basis for Action), The Solution
(Objectives); Achievement (activities).

Under ‘Basis for Action’ in Chapter
3, are such pearls of wisdom as: “The
eradication of poverty and hunger (and)
greater equity inincome distribution remain
major changes everywhere..... A specific
anti-poverty strategy is therefore one of the
basic conditions for ensuring sustainable
development.”

Under ‘Objectives’ we have: “To
provide all persons urgently with the
opportunity to earn a sustainable
livelihood,” and “To develop strategies
and programmes of poverty eradication
and alleviation, employment and income
generation.”

Under ‘Activities’: “Focus on the
empowerment of local and community
groups,” and “Contain immediate measures
toenable these groupsto alleviate poverty.”

They are all very fine words, even if
they don’t say anything specific. But that
emptiness leaves the field wide open for
groups to come up with theirown initiatives
and at least be in with half a chance of
getting the local authority. In a sense it is a
flag with which groups can walk into their
local authority and claim the ground.

Already such projects include
cultivating local land (allotments,
permaculture projectsetc.), LETS Schemes,
local produce and co-ops coming under the
heading of developing the local economy
and tree planting, wildlife sanctuaries and
meadows.

It shows what just may be possible,
but Roae Bridger, the Agenda 21 Officer at
The Ecology Centre, advises that ideas are
going to havetobe original and serious. It’s
no good just tacking Agenda 21 onto the
back of any old half baked scheme.

She is also optimistic about local
authority action, on the grounds that they
have some environmental awareness and
are always competing with each other for
one up(wo)manship.

“Broadentheidea,” she says. “Make
it a community project and try and involve
as many people as possible. Look at what
other groups are doing and look at it from
a different angle.”

“Agenda 21: A Plain Language
Guide” published by the Centre for our
Common Future

“Rescue Mission Planet Earth ““ - A
children’s version of Agenda 21 published
by Peace Child International is association
with the United Nations,

“A step by step Guide to Local
Agenda 21” published by the Local
government Management board,

and other books on the subject,

are all available from the London
Ecology Centre, Shelton Street, Covent
Garden, London, WC2 9HJ. Send an SAE
for a list.



Road

Wars

SQUALL's road protest round
up and down the country

No M77 battle hots
up in Scotland

Road protesters at the self-
proclaimed ‘Free State of Pollok’ in
Scotland, were confronted by a foaming
MP at the beginning of February, when
Allen Stewart, Scottish Industry Junior
Minister and Con MP for Eastwood,
threatened protesters with a pick-axe.

The Minister turned up at the
protesters' second encampment at Newton
Means with seven other people, including
Dan Pollard - head of Wimpey
Construction, demanding a guided tour of
the site.

“He arrived at the camp at about
four o’clock on Sunday afternoon, and
had obviously been drinking, you could
smell it on his breath,” says Lindsay
Keenan, one of the protesters at the brunt
end of the minister’s drunken wrath. They

came along purely to intimidate us,
screaming and balling at everyone. Then
he started to push me around.” Allen
Stewart then snatched up a pick axe,
threatening Lindsay with the words
“There’s alot you can do with a pick-axe”.

After declaring his innocence, and
stressing that his actions were purely in
self-defence, Stewart resigned two days
later having discussed the matter with his
family. What was not widely reported was
that Stewart’s son and a friend, were also
at the scene that day. After an impromptu
search by police, they were found to be in
possession of loaded air pistols. Stewart
senior and junior now face investigation
and possible charges. Lindsay Keenan and
Lewis McCallum, another protester, have
vowed to take out private suits against
Stewart if the authorities decide against
prosecution.

Atthe beginning of February, a tip-
off to protesters from an source at Wimpey
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- the main contractors on the M77 site, led
to the discovery that three tree-cutters had
chopped down around 300 trees in a
secluded area along the route. This led to
the setting up of a second camp at Newton
Means in order to prevent further tree-
cutting. Over 1000 trees have so far been
lost.

Actions are, as SQUALL goes to
press, occurring every day, with up to 200
protesters padlocking themselves to
machinery, trees, workers (!), vans and
chain-saws. Anincreasingly popularaction
at Pollok is ‘tree-spiking’; a process used
in Australia to prevent the logging of
rainforests which involves driving six inch
nails into the condemned trees, in an effort
to thwart the chain-saws. Spiking trees
with dozens of nails does not harm them
but renders their trunks almost immune to
the chain-saws. Although Wimpey’s
progress has been severely hindered, the
sheer number of trees, coupled with the
finite resources of the campaigners, has
meant that trees are still being felled.

When the protest camps were
originally set up, relations with the local
police and security were amicable enough;
each side recognising that the other had a
job to do. But, as Wimpey have become
more desperate to complete the work,
relations have deteriorated rapidly.

“The atmosphere between police,
security and protesters is well past the cup
of teastage,” says Dani King, acampaigner
onsite. “Things are getting heavier day by
day,” adds Lindsay Keenan.

The M77 contract makes road-
building history as the first of it’s kind to
incorporate the cost of disruption by
protesters. As a result of vehement local
protest, the construction costs will almost
certainly go over budget. With Wimpey
footing the bill for protesters’ obstructions,
be prepared to see security actions inexcess
of those witnessed before on other anti-
road campaigns.

A support action in solidarity with
Pollok campaigners saw 12 anti-roads
protesters occupy a Wimpey crane in the
centre of Manchester at the beginning of
February. The occupation lasted three days
and the protesters only came down after
security guards lit fires beneath the crane.
Three of the protesters were arrested and
charged with malicious mischief and
breach of the peace.

A few days later back at Pollok,
three Earth First! members were arrested
after pouring concrete into a security guard
compound. Jake Hunter and Paul Murphy,
two of the three, declined to accept the bail
conditions of staying away from the Pollok
Free State and Wimpey Sites, and are now
in Barlinnie Prison. Their next bail

appearance is on February 27. Protesters
are planning a campaign to publicise their
plight and, as Dani says: “The policy of
bail conditions that depend on not
protesting, is obviously a tactic designed
to keep anti-roads protesters out of the

’”

way.

Members of the NoM77 campaign,
which Earth First! say will be “the largest
campaign of civil disobedience an
environmental issue has ever seen in
Scotland”, believe that “what happens at
Pollok Estate will affect the future of
environmental preservation in Scotland”.

The M77, which has a history of
opposition since the *60s, will thunder its
way through 1,018 acres of the largest
stretch of green-beltland around Glasgow,
carrying an estimated 53,000 vehicles by
the year 2007. The main permanent
protester’s camp situated on its proposed
route has been described by Tim of Road
Alert as the “most welcoming camp I
have ever been to.”

The STARR Alliance, an
amalgamation of local community and
environmental groups, have offered an
alternative strategy entitled: ‘Instead of
the Ayr Road Route’. Published last
August, the report was banned from
libraries in the area ,despite the fact that
three Glasgow MPs had signed documents
in favour of the strategy.

The vehemence of opposition to
the M77 has been fired by the fact that the
area is supposed to be protected. In 1939,
a conservation agreement, the first of its
kind in Scotland, was drawn up to provide
a guaranteed protection of the area. At the
time, the National Trust for Scotland (NTS)
declared that: “The said lands should
remain forever as open space or woodlands
for the enhancement of the beauty of the
neighbourhood and, so far as possible, for
the benefit of the citizens of Glasgow.”

In 1974, this agreement was
“reluctantly waived” by the NTS, in what
seems to have been a pressured backtrack.

Up to now, no Environmental
Impact Assessment (EIA) has not been
carried out on the proposed route and, in a
letter to Friends of the Earth from amember
of the Cabinet of the European
Commission, “should have been carried
out before the Secretary of State gave
development consent”.

The Scottish National Trust state
in aletter to Strathclyde Regional Council,
that they believe an EIA should be carried
out and that the council should seriously
consider alternatives as a part of the EIA.

A march againstthe M77 is planned
for February 25. Beginning at noon, it will
head from St. George Square in the centre
of Glasgow, to Pollok Free State on the
edge of city. The march will be followed

by an action and a party.

Policy Shift or
Shifty Policy?

Last year saw the government
starting to reconsider its road-building
programme, with public opinion swinging
away from tarmac and towards the
environment.

The catalytic conversion of



government policy has been further
induced by the publication of two major
reports. The Royal Commission on
Environmental Pollution’s report,
published last October, stated what every
one already knew; that car pollution is bad
for our health. The second, and even more
damning report was from the Transport
Department’s Standing Advisory
Committee on Trunk Road Assessment
(Sactra), published in December.

The Secretary of State for
Transport, Brian Mawhinney, has unveiled
plans to reduce this years’ spending on
roads from £2 to £1.7 billion.
Environmental groups have heralded this
as along overdue concession to a growing
public concern.

British motorists drive the highest
yearly car mileage in Europe, while public
transport usage is one of the lowest. Of
course, this fact cannot be laid entirely at
the feet of the British public as it has been
the subject of much ‘political
encouragement’. It was Thatcher herself
who, inthe early eighties, coined the phrase
“the great car economy” , as one of her
‘visions’ of a future Britain.

Public transport is a fundamental
component of British infrastructure and
suffers as an affordable, accessible system
of transport, when left to the private sector.
Already, publicinvestment in rail transport
in Britain is amongst the lowest in Europe.

Moreover, the streamlining (cut-
backs) and fragmentation of the rail
network into bite sized portions in
preparation forrail privatisation, will make
itdifficult for future planners to co-ordinate
expansions in the system. This is aside
from making it more difficult and
expensive for the public to travel by rail.

The most condemning aspect of
the Sactra report is the conclusion that
building more roads does not alleviate
transport congestion but, in many cases,
seriously exacerbates the problem by
encouraging more car use.

The findings of the 242 page report
were made available to erstwhile transport
minister, John MacGregor, in May 1994.
His decision to shelve the report may be
attributed to his staunch defence of the £2
billion-a-year programme and has angered
many environmental campaigners who
believe that its findings could have
influenced the many public enquiries into
road developments that have taken place
since then.

Mr MacGregor’s departure from
the transport post, and Dr Mawhinney’s
installation last Autumn, would seem to
have been in preparation for such an

apparant change in Government policy.
Indeed, Dr Mawhinney is keen to stress
his ‘green credentials’ and is reported to
be setting up an environmental policy unit
in order to co-ordinate the environmental
assessment and planning of the road
building programme. The new unitis billed
as being accessible to anti-roads
campaigners, environmental groups,
statutory bodies and other lobbying groups;
time, of course, will tell on that score. An
announcement is expected in February or
March .

The DoT still has a large portion of
its intially planned ten-year, £23 billion
commitment to road projects yet to spend.
The shelving of a few of the more visibly
embarrassing projects cannot be claimed
as proving the new transport minister’s
‘green credentials’. The consciousness of
Britain has been woken up to the
environmental destruction caused by more
roads through the dedicated efforts of anti-
roads campaigners. But there is a very real
danger that the converted middle
Englanders will be swiftly anaesthetised
once more by false promises coming from
a Government, highly dependant on the
road lobby, and an economy highly

dependant on the motor industry.

A30 Honiton -
Exeter
on the back burner

One of Dr. Mawhinney’s postponed
routes is the A30 Honiton-Exeter
‘improvement’ which, like the Newbury
by-pass, would form part of a euro-route,
dubbed the ‘motorway by stealth’.

During the public inquiry, the road
was presented as a local scheme, for local
traffic. After the postponement was
announced, it was immediately referred to
as a private-funded DBFO road (design,
build, finance and operate).

DBFOs operate with private
consortia building and paying for the
construction and maintenance of the road
for a fixed period (up to 25 years). The
consortia recoup their money in the form
of “’shadow tolls’’ - the DoT will pay
them years after the roads have been
completed according to the volume of
traffic using the road. Thus the roads will
get built now but the DoT, and hence the
taxpayer, will be getting the bill years
later. The consortia are generally alliances
of the biggest construction firms with banks
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and consultants - anumber of Conservative
MPs and ex-ministers who have
Directorships in these ad-hoc alliances.

The A30 Honiton - Exeter route,
with virtually all it’s clearance work
completed, was due to start construction
onthe main contractin about three months.
There are currently two bender camps on
the proposed route, which campaigners
fear will be cleared in two to three months
time, despite the DoT suspension of
operations. Exactly what the future holds
is unclear. There appears to be nothing to
stop the Government shifting
responsibility to the private sector and
then claiming non-involvement when the
work starts again.

Actions against the A30 continue
and the main protesters’ camp is currently
at Fairmile, near the Honiton end of the

route.

The Third Battle of
Newbury pitched
against vested
interests

The six lane, £66 million Newbury
by-pass, with its linked £24 million
junction, is a significant proportion of
Brian Mawhinney’s £300 million saving
on this year’s road budget. Put on hold for
a year, Roger Higman of Friends of the
Earth believes that “The political
embarrassment of another Twyford Down
was too much” and “would have made
Twyford Downlook like adress rehearsal”.

The campaign against the road,
known as the ‘Third Battle of Newbury’
has gained support from many professional
bodies and people, including a powerful
lobbying force from Friends of the Earth
and Greenpeace.

The planned route (and remember
- it has only been put on hold for a year)
will destroy 12 miles of unspoilt
countryside, including up to six Sites of
Special Scientific Interest.

The postponement of the road has
provoked a ferocious response from the
pro-road contingency. This group who
imaginatively call themselves ‘By- Pass
Now’ includes David Rendell (Lib-Dem
MP), Lord Caernarvon (who lives in
Hampshire - Newbury is in Berkshire),
and anumber of business people including
Sir Gerald Whent, the head of Vodaphone
(recently prosecuted for speeding at 45
mphina30mphzone. “My speed was safe
and my means were adequate,” he said in
his defence).

At a meeting of Newbury District
Council, a motion was passed to donate
£8,000 (of tax-payers' money) to By-Pass
Now. One member of the council, some of
whose land had been compulsory
purchased by the DoT for the project, was
not allowed to speak or vote on the issue
because he had ‘a financial interest in the
matter’ - he is opposed to the road. By-
Pass Now have a meeting with Brian
Mawhinney on the February 15. It is
suggested that the ease with which a
relatively small campaign group have got
access to Dr. Mawhinney ears, is more a
little connected to the fact that an MP and
a Lord are among its members.

The Third Battle of Newbury are

currently drafting a report to the District
Auditor regarding the legal aspects of
public money being donated to By- Pass
Now. By-Pass Now are solely concerned
with the financial benefits that a new road
would bring. “The whole thing is not about
relieving traffic congestion. It’s about
money and profits, particularly for the
businesses involved in By-Pass Now,”

says Letty, one of the protesters at the site.

No M65S Campaign -
Utp in the air and
acing the flak

Stanworth Valley in Lancashire is
now the site of the biggest ‘sky village’ in
Europe. Seventeen tree houses
interconnected by aerial walkways, some
of which are 60ft in the air. Not far away
is another camp set up on Holebottom
Wood, one of three connected stretches of
woods that together form the largest piece
of ancient woodland in Lancashire. Both
encampments stand in the way of an M65
extension, and are packed with
environmental protesters determined to
prevent Amec construction from carrying
out their destruction.

“The Campaign is hotting up, we
arereaching the eleventh hour,” says Larch,
one of the No M65 protesters.

Several protesters that have also
been squatting six cottages in the proposed
path of an M65 slip road, since last
December. They have a court date in mid-
February and are expecting the bailiffs
around the end of the same month.

“We’ve got about twenty lock-ons,
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