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The State it’s

The ‘new politics
of protest’ 1s now
a phrase branded

about regularly in
the national

media.

Journalists are sent
to report on the
activities of the new
politics, feature writers
go out of their way to
invent some
personalities behind it;
opinion writers, on the
other hand, don’t go
out at all but still try
desperately to squeeze
it into a neat and
manageable
sociological context.
All the debates are
valid, though some of
the conclusions are
laughable.

To some extent the ‘new
politics’ is a disatisfaction,
smouldering away through the
long culturally-baron and
socially corrosive years of
Conservative Government and
finally bursting into flames
with the onset of the Criminal
Justice and Public Order Bill
(now an Act).

The Criminal Justice Act (CJA) is
identified by many as one of the great
cultural hammerings of modern times, a
draconian monster sent to squeeze the
living daylights out of diversity and
dissent. It is of course just one of several
such monsters.

However, the distinguishing
feature of the CJA is that it specifically
targets sections of society by name
(unauthorised campers[travellers],
squatters, aggravated trespass
[environmental protesters], raves and
repetitive beats etc). This direct labelling
is unusual for legislation, which usually
alters situations via backdoor changes in
procedure rather than naming the target. It
is a distinguishing feature indicative of the
fact that the public order sections of the
Act were always more of a PR exercise
than a legislative necessity. Thus the
sections specifically define the sacrificial
‘scapegoats’, for reasons of maximum
public effect.

The law targeted certain groups
and those groups have responded. Each
individual campaign found that it was not
a lonely piece of kindling but part of a fire
ready to burn.

Too many people enjoy dancing to
the sound of “repetitive beats” for that
particular CJA phrase not to become the
laughing stock for a generation. A symbol
of every draconian length the Government
will go to in order to decimate any culture
contrary to its monetary myopia. With an
average membership age of 62, does
anyone in the Conservative Party have any
idea about modern culture? And if a
surgeon doesn’t know what he’s doing,
should he charge in with a flailing scalpel?
But charge in they did. ‘Repetitive beats’ -
Satire becomes reality; so spawning what
newspapers have recently been referring
to as the ‘new politics’ of protest.

It is a testament to the scapegoat
mentality that authored much of the CJA,
that the main sections on squatting are still
not yet enforceable. The Law Society and
other legal organisations always
maintained that the public order sections
of the CJA were some of the most
clumsily drafted sections of legislation in
living memory, and none more so than the
sections on squatting.

As a result, the changes to the
rules of court, necessary to bring the
squatting sections of the Act into force,
have not yet been issued by the

m

legislation, simply look at the number of
free festivals both this summer and last.
Despite Michael Howard’s best efforts,
the Criminal Justice Bill was not law last
summer and yet the number of free
festivals, once the subject of huge free
information lists, could be counted on two
hands. This year they can be counted on
one. How has it happened? By whispering
in the ears of Chief Constables, by making
licence applications more difficult, by
making health/safety and noise level
criteria prohibitively strict. In their place
we have more and more commercial
festivals, commanding huge financially
prohibitive entrance fees (see’ Cashing in
On Culture’, page 36). The Government
of course are quite happy to let profit-
motivated organisations continue to milk
the need for dance and festival, just as
long as they are under official control and
the source of tax-payments.

The Government hardly needs
legislation to enforce methods of control,
a situation further highlighted by the
dramatic fall in the number of traveller’s
vehicles prior to the arrival of the
Criminal Justice Act.

Operation Snapshot, with its
computer-aided police surveillance, has
been used to direct harassment, forcing
many travellers either off the road or
abroad. Similarly, the news-manufactured
hysteria whipped up to maximise the PR
potential of the Criminal Justice Act has

The “new politics” referred to
recently in national newspapers is in fact a
dance of survival; very often using
celebration as a political weapon. The
triumphs of the rave and squatting
collective, Exodus, in the face of high
level political opposition are one example
(see ‘Keeping the Momentum’ on page
15). The party thrown in Bosnia for a war-
torn people by the Glasgow free-party
collective, Desert Storm is another (see
page 38). The ingenious sky-walkers up at
the No-M65 Campaign in Preston are yet
another (see page 22).

Changing the political atmosphere
can also be a long test of endurance. The
McLibel campaign currently taking on the
financially gigantic might of the
McDonalds Corporation, has led to the
public exposure of some of McDonald’s
dismal environmental and nutritional
record. Because libel suits do not qualify
for legal aid the two co-defendants ar
having to don the wigs themselves. A task
involving huge amounts of legal analysis
and court preparation. There is, of course,
a massive personal cost but their
determination is producing remarkable
results. The copious quantities of adverse
media publicity has led the £26 billion-a-
year Corporation to seek ways of quietly
putting an end to the trial (see Page 8). It
has now lasted nearly a year.

Political atmospheres, prone as
they are to power-hungry and hidden

motives, are rarely to be

Lord Chancellor’s Department.
After conducting two
consultation processes in an
attempt to disentangle the
mess, the Lord Chancellor is
still unable to sort it out.
Deadlines come and deadlines
g0, and all the Lord
Chancellor’s Department will
say now is that “the court rule
changes may be issued later on
this year sometime”. Word
behind the scenes is that, with
Michael Howard happy to have

But when people can’t get
into the dance hall or the
democratic process, for
want of an excessive
entrance fee, then they
will create their own.

trusted. The Nolan
Committee
recommendations on the
conduct of MPs lists
honesty, selflessness,
objectivity, accountability
and openness as standards
of public life. But it will
take more than an MP’s
charter to re-install a long-
disappeared faith in the
integrity of the
parliamentary process. The
domed Lobby Hall in the

had his little law and order run-
around with squatters, the court
rule changes may well be phrased in such
a way as to make those sections
effectively unusable anyway. The courts
don’t want the grief.

That’s not to say that the CJA is
not inflicting the damage for which it was
designed. Section 61 (police powers to
evict unauthorised campers) is now
regularly used to lever travellers from
their encampments, often with only a few
hours notice (see ‘Going Round in
Circulars’, page 29). For the most part,
travellers move on rather than risk losing
their homes and being arrested for the new
criminal offence of ignoring the order to
leave. The one exception so far occurred
in Scotland where an encampment of
travellers refused to move on despite
police orders to do so under threat of the
CJA. They were consequently arrested
and taken to court. However, in what
might prove to be an important court
precedent, the Sheriff threw the case out
because of a dispute over who owned the
particular piece of land the travellers had
camped on.

Hunt Saboteurs still come top of
the arrest list for CJA offences. Along
with road protesters they have been the
main targets for the aggravated trespass
sections.

But if you really want to be made
aware of how the Government gets what
the Government wants, regardless of

also led to an increase in vigilante activity
against travellers.

One very serious piece of
legislation about to take many people
unaware is the Job Seekers Bill currently
weaseling its way through the
parliamentary process. The fact that the
co-signatories of the Bill are Michael
Portillo and Peter Lilley is more than a
hint about what sort of legislation it is
going to be. Anyone who looks or acts in
a way that ‘militates’ against finding paid
employment can have their benefit
stopped. Anyone who refuses a job
offered to them, regardless of suitability or
pay level, will loose benefit. It doesn’t
take much to work out the ramifications of
this dire attempt to remold UB40’s into
slaves for the Portillo ship (see
‘Compulsory Reprogramming’, page 10).

Think about it: Road protests, land
occupations, community squat cafes,
environmental protection, McLibel -
where would they be without the
volunteered labour of UB40’s, who use
the Government’s reluctantly-given wage
of £42 a week to do work that is vital,
though economically unrecognised.
Whereas the Criminal Justice Act took on
specific groups of people in hand-to-hand
combat, the Job Seekers Bill will be
pulling the carpet out from underneath
individual feet. Be prepared.

Houses of Parliament is a
vestigial organ of
democratic accountability for the citizen, a
fact testified to by the rise in the number
of professional lobby firms meeting
friendly MPs in the offices of Whitehall.
If you’ve got the cash, then you can
ensure the minister’s ear.

This is not democracy - this is an
increasingly unequal financial exclusivity,
with respect for little else. For all Nolan’s
recommendations on the activities of
politicians, public accountability and
consultation are still only evident as
expedient words masking a predetermined
agenda.

But when people can’t get into the
dance hall or the democratic process for
want of an excessive entrance fee, then
they will create their own. In disused halls
or open fields; with talking circles,
festivals, dances, community centres - co-
operation and direct environmental
protection.

We cannot live without respect.

And when respect is missing - injustice
thrives.

When respect is missing - we must give it
back to ourselves.

If a new politics is needed, it is the politics
of a respectocracy.

It is needed now and now takes effort; the
survivors dance.



Information is your weapon

The purpose of this magazine is to tool you up.
With accurate information and positive inspiration.
To expose hidden agendas and highlight new
initiatives.

Standing for cultural diversity, community and
respect.

To give fair voice to those who have none, have
gone hoarse, or are frightened to speak.

To battle for a better environment - countryside,
urban and psychological.

With no book, no badge and no anchoring
affiliations other than the truth.

cassArm Yourself

SQUALL is a non-profit making magazine,
staffed entirely by unpaid volunteers. It is a
labour of necessity. The finances required to
research, collate, print and distribute the
magazine are raised from benefits gigs,
donations and magazine sales.

We urge anyone with the capacity to organise
benefit gigs to help us out. We urge anyone
with available money to contribute. However
small - it all adds up.

SQUALL

c/o 2 St. Pauls Rd,
London N1 2QN

e-mail: squall@phreak.intermedia.co.uk

Mailing List

A year’s subscription to SQUALL, four issues,
costs just £7 including p&p. Individual requests are
welcome at £1.80 per issue including p&p. This
cover price doesn’t cover all the costs entailed in
producing SQUALL so please include an extra
donation if you can.

Much Respect & Without Whom.....

Debbie Allen, Nicki Spawls, Andrea Latham, 75A Collective,
Shim, Chris McToff & The Tofu Love Frogs, UNL Liberty
Group & noMad Collective, pHreak, 64/65ers, Rainbow
Church Collective, Molly Malones, all the folk at CHAR, Paul
Guenault, Roving Jenny S, Anomie, Small World Posse,
Kieran McMahon, The Tragics, Mr Social Control, Patience
Agbabi, Mark Kelly (ex-Mr Nasty), Barnstormer, Billy Bragg,
Razz, Tony Allen, ASS, Andy Vizave, Martijn, Jim Paton, Ben
Schneider, CopyArt, Flick & Ivan, Petra, The Captains,
52Bers.

Front Cover pic: Wisley,
April ‘95 by Nick Cobbing.
Back Cover Pic: Alex Smith.

Open copyright for non-profit making use only
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News Shorts and Other Business
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It’s a Shell Out

In May, protesters
picketed the Shell
AGM at Queen
Elizabeth II Confer-
ence Hall, London;
climbing onto the
roof and burning the
oil conglomerate’s
flag.

Shell have deci-
mated the lands of the
Ogoni tribe in Nigeria, in a
relentless drive to extract
oil, even seeking the co-
operation of the Nigerian
Government militia in
quelling objections from
the Ogoni people.

During the course of
the protest action, a live
mobile phone-link was
established with
Greenpeace activists
squatting Shell’s Brent
Spar oil platform in the

North Sea. Shell, with the
consent of the British

Government, plan to sink
Brent Spar as a financially

expedient way of de-
commissioning the
structure. Greenpeace

argue that the presence of
130 tonnes of radioactive
sludge on the platform is
likely to cause intolerable
pollution and that Shell
should fork out the extra
£34 million necessary to

tow it to land for
dismantling.
John Gummer

defended the  British
Government’s decision to
give Shell the go-ahead
saying that the pollution
would be insignificant and
that the UK was “the clean
man of Europe”. The
decision has been critisised
by the European Union
Environment Comm-
issioner, Ritt Bjerregaard,
as well as by North Sea
European states including
Germany, Denmark,
Belgium and Iceland.

Paying the War Machine

One of the biggest
arguments used by the
Government in favour
of the British arm’s
trade is that it provides
jobs and so helps the

economy.

Britain’s arms man-
ufacturers account for some
20% of the world market for
arms exports. However, in
1994, the British arms
industry was subsidised by
taxpayers to the tune of £2
billion.

The Export Credits
Guarantee Department
(ECGD), a government office
that reports to the secretary
for trade and industry, insures

the exports of British
industry, both civil and
‘defence’. The ‘defence’

industries now account for
half of its business.

The ECGD guarantees
industry refunds on contracts
if the importing country

defaults on payment. Those
defaults totalled some £4.08
billion in 1994; arms
manufacturers claimed £1.96
billion of it.

In 1992-93 (latest
figures available) 53% of the
arms defaults were from
Asian buyers, particularly
Malaysia and Indonesia.
Other defaulters included
Mexico, ex-Yugoslavia and
Nigeria. There were more
claims on exports to Iraq
(£430 million) in the three
years to March 1993 than on
any other single country.

As with most
industries, the arms industry
operates on a credit system.
Goods are manufactured to
buyer’s specifications and
then shipped. Only upon
receipt of the goods will the
buyer be expected to
complete payment for them.
The arms are already in the
hands of the buyer when the
buyer cannot, or refuses to,
cough up. Thus, it would

seem, not only are Britons
and  British  companies
involved in  producing
weapons used in the massacre
of people such as the East
Timorese and the indigenous
peoples of Southern Mexico,
but it would appear that the
taxpayer is helping to foot the
bill.

Rather  than  pay
oppressive regimes to rid
themselves of their political
opponents, £2 billion would
go a long way in getting some
of Britain’s unemployed
population back to work. And
not in menial, soul-destroying
jobs, but in imaginative
schemes to improve the
quality of life in this country.
Put one way, £2 billion per
year would pay 200,000
people £10,000 each, per
year, to work on Agenda 21.
Put another way, £2 billion
would get over 150,000
nurses back in the NHS;
saving lives, not destroying
them.

British Aerospace

supplying
Oppressive Regimes

British  Aerospace’s
Annual General
Meeting was targeted
by Arms Trade
Protesters in April.
Three  shareholding
protesters were forcibly

ejected from the meeting amid
angry scenes about arms sales
to oppressive regimes.

BAe Hawk aircraft
supplied to the Indonesian
military for  ‘defensive’
purposes have been implicated
many times in the invasion of
East Timor and the massacre
of its population by
neighbouring Indonesia.
Conservative estimates put the
number of deaths at over
200,000. Many observers
point to the gas and oil-rich
fields off the northern shores
of East Timor which have
attracted the interest of
wealthy Indonesian and
Australian Industrialists. The
increasing competition for
resources in growing Eastern
Asian economies means that
whoever can control these
fields will control a substantial
portion of future energy
production in the area.

Shareholding protest-
ers stalled the meeting’s
agenda by firing question after
question about the company’s
involvement in arms exports
including the supply of 10,000
electric shields and 5,000
electric shock batons, worth
£2 million, to Turkey and
Saudi Arabia. Royal Ordnance
premises at British Aerospace

were used to demonstrate the
hardware and the offer was
made on BAe headed
notepaper.

In response to the
allegations of shock batons,
BAe chief executive, Dick
Evans, confirmed that a
number of employees had
been “disciplined” but refused
to reveal details both about the
contract itself and what action
bad been taken against those
involved in the supply.

The two allegedly
involved in the deal were
Royal Ordnance sales director
Philip Morris and general sales
manager Martin Trengrove.
The pair broke the 1968
firearms act and so, one might
expect, a crown prosecution
should be in order. However,
Hugh Colver, BAe’s director
of public affairs said: “It’s an
internal disciplinary matter
and we wouldn’t want to
discuss what the charges
were.”

Morris was suspended
but the suspension ended
when the investigation was
complete. “That’s where the
matter ends..... yes, he’s still
with the company,” added
Colver.

Incidentally,  Hugh
Colver CBE was previously a
press secretary at 10 Downing
Street, and a former press
chief at the Ministry of
Defence. Besides his work
with BAe he is also currently
press officer for the
Conservative Party.



Hackney Blah

Council’s
Director of
Bernard

Hackney
former
Housing,
Crofton, has been
sacked for racial
harrassment following
a decision by a
disciplinary panel at
the end of March.

Crofton wrote a report
earlier this year blaming
‘illegal immigrants’  for
corruption and fraud within
the housing department and
was disciplined for
unsupported allegations of
nepotism against personnel
director, Sam Yeboah (see
SQUALL 9).

The panel concluded
that Mr Crofton’s behaviour
had been “intolerable and
unacceptable”. During the
course of the hearing Ken
Ostler, head of the Tenancy
Audit Team (TAT) was
sacked and said he had
effectively “cut his own
throat” by supporting Crofton.
He also claimed he had been
escorted from his office “like a
criminal”, not too disimilar to
the way he and his TAT
‘untouchables’ escorted hun-
dreds of squatters from their
homes like criminals over the
past year or so. A professional
auditor, Keith Burchall, took
over from Ostler at TAT at the
beginning of March.

During the time
Crofton’s case was being
heard a total of 19 Labour
councillors, occupying nearly
all of the top jobs, were
sacked. All, that is, except the
much-hated chair of the
housing committee, Slimey

Matthews, who stated last year
that he could not wait to use
the CJA against squatters.

In a recent interview
with Inside Housing magazine
Matthews wound up tenants at
Lincoln Court in Stoke
Newington by referring to
what they are reputed to call
their “beautiful estate” as a
“crappy 1970s’ tower block™.
He has also angered tenants by
announcing that 19 poorly
maintained estates in the
borough, a total of 7,000 of the
36,000 remaining council
properties, are under
consideration for sale to
housing associations.

Because of  the
personnel shuffles on the top
rung of the council, and Tony
Elliston’s replacement of Jerry
White as chief executive,
Crofton is said to be hopeful
that his appeal, due to start in
June, will get a ‘fair’ hearing.
He is appealing because,
according to the Hackneyed
Gazette, “the council made
almost 50 procedural mistakes
during the original 22-day
hearing, which was branded a
farce after the five-member
disciplinary hearing was
whittled down to two
following three resignations”.

The truth of this case
will probably never be known
to Hackney residents and in
terms of uncovering fraud in
Hackney housing department,
it seems that the rot is so deep
(with new cases of department
workers committing benefit
frauds popping up all the time)
that any enquiry will be a case
of the bent investigating the
bent.

News Shorts and Other Business

Stonehenge Welcomes
its own

VE Day was commem-
orated at Stonehenge
this year when 300
people descended on the
stones just before dawn.
Security guards looked
on bewildered as the
pilgrims arrived, vir-
tually simultaneously,
from all points of the

compass.

Dawn was welcomed by
a note from a conch shell as the
crowd sang, danced and
cheered. Tourists eagerly
snapped photographs although
they were reluctant to leave the
‘official’ path that surrounds
the stones.

People climbed over the
stones and a respectful silence
was observed when a
representative of those gathered
thanked their grandparents for
defending their freedom, and
honoured those who “fought
and died to keep this island free
from a totalitarian police state”.

Later in the morning a
police van arrived, but left soon
after. One police spokesperson
said that no laws were being
broken and there was little they
could do.

In contrast to this happy
gathering, the anniversary of
the ‘Battle’ (read: massacre) of
the Beanfield was
commomerated less than three

weeks later.

Upto 100 people gather-
ed at a site near stonehenge
only to be met with a police
presence that astounded those
present. The Wiltshire
Constabulary had, it seems,
been tipped-off well in
advance. Perhaps expecting
more people than the VE Day
festival and determined to stop
anything before it began, three
helicopters watched the crowd

along with at least 100 police
officers.

It would seem that the
Wiltshire police force, far from
allowing the VE Day event to
go-ahead, had been caught with
their pants down. The sight of
police officers breaking up VE
Day celebrations would have
given the press a field day so
the gathering left alone. No
such luck for the Beanfield
commemorators.

Acquittals for five arrested in Hackney Homeless ‘Incident’

Peter Silver, of
solicitors Peter Silver
and Co, represented
Robert Walker who
was charged with
Violent Disorder
contrary to Section 2
of the Public Order
Act.

He along with four
others, represented by
solicitors Hodge, Jones and
Allen, were all acquitted of
public order offences following
the incident which occurred on
Green Lanes after the Hackney
Homeless Festival in Clissold
Park last May (see SQUALL
7).

Peter Silver believes
that “quite frankly, there was a
violent disorder after the
festival but I think a jury of 12
people have indicated quite
clearly that they think it was
perpetrated by a bunch of thugs
in blue uniforms and crash
helmets. I can’t speak for the
jury but I can only assume this
is what they thought”.

Nick Cobbing’s photo-

graph (below) was useful in the
case because, says Mr Silver,
“It shows the attitude of the
police,” who are quite
evidently not
adminstering first
aid to a “very badly
injured man” lying
on the ground after
he had been beaten
around the head by
police, whilst
attempting to run
out of the way. The
picture also refutes
police claims that
paving stones,
bricks and bottles
were thrown at
them; the road is
completely clear of
missiles. The
injured man’s civil
action against the
police is pending
and this photo-
graph could again
prove useful evid-
ence.

Mr Silver
told SQUALL that

the police case was very weak.

He has no doubt that the
violence, following an
excellent and peaceful festival,
was “totally unnecessary” and

thinks there would have been

no trouble had the police not
turned up. “There should be
people in court charged with
grievous bodily harm and if

found guilty they should be

Kirsteen Jock Atkinson

treated the same as everyone
else. That means 5 years. But

because they’re policemen,

they’re not.”

Nick Cobbing
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ID or not ID .....that is the
serious question

A national identity card
system, in one form or
another, is likely to be
introduced next year -
Despite fierce
opposition from the
Government’s  own
party and Baroness
Thatcher.

In early April John Major
promised the introduction of
compulsory identity cards to
help “deter crime and make it
more likely that we will catch
criminals.”

This appealed to the
roused rabble of the Tory rank
and file, but the Government
quickly back-pedalled when
libertarians within the party - led
by the Conservative Way
Forward (CWF) group -
objected on the grounds that it
“would have very serious
implications for the traditional
liberties of the British people.”

The CWF is a right-wing
pressure group headed by
Baroness Thatcher. A pamphlet
published by the group in April
said: “There should be no
requirement on the citizen to
establish his or her identity
unless suspected of a crime or
applying for some state service,
nor to explain why he or she
chooses to be in a particular
place.”

And Michael Stern, a
Tory back bencher, said: “It’s
alien to the way we live, we
breathe, as free citizens in this
country.”

Of course, more usual
civil liberties groups objected on
similar grounds, but it was the
threat from his own party that
chastened John Major and

beelzebub himself Michael
Howard, who produced the
Green consultation paper in
May.

Staunch right-wing xeno-
phobes also oppose identity
cards on the grounds that they
will be the first step towards
abandoning border controls with
Europe. The May consultation
paper outlined a much watered
down approach. It detailed six
possibilities that, according to
Howard, are simply intended to
stoke up the debate. He insist
that the Government is “neutral”
on the issue.

The six options are:

*Keeping the status quo, i.e. do
nothing

Identity Travel Card: A
passport type card that could be
used as a European travel
document.

*Photographic Driving Licence:
Likely to be introduced in July
1996 but could double up as an
ID card.

*Driving Licence ID Card: A
merging of the travel card and
driving  licence. = Foreign
nationals would have to apply
for a parallel card.
*Multi-function Card: A card
with name, date of birth and
nationality written on it, an a
micro chip containing more
detailed information.
*Compulsory Card: The above
options are more or less
voluntary, the compulsory card
could follow any of those
models and speaks for itself.
This could cost £600 million to
introduce.

Despite the consultation
photograph ID cards for
motorists, and almost certainly
for benefit claimants, will be in
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This will cover
about 70% of the
population and is
seen by some as
ID cards through
the back door.
What the Govern-
L ment wants, the

Government gets.

Social Se-
curity Secretary,
Peter Lilley op-
poses the intro-
£ duction of com-
pulsory cards, but
2) ~| he does want them
;] for benefit claim-
ants in the belief
that they will cut

place by next year.
BANX

quﬂ

o)t
()Xo X N
(&2

- fraud.
M RN ¢ Why  he
J 4  Dbelieves this is
° anyone’s  guess
5 considering  that

only five per cent
6 of benefit fraud
1

involves false
il identity.
The argu-

‘People without identities
should have nothing to fear’

ments against ID
cards on the

grounds of traditional liberty,
that no-one should be treated
like a criminal until they become
one (or grows dreads) are
obvious.

But there are also more
pertinent arguments against their
effectiveness in doing what they
are designed to do.

There is however, little
evidence that this is so.

The Green paper itself
states: “The effect of an identity
card scheme on crime more
generally is difficult to quantify
with any precision.” And it
acknowledges that to be
effective the police would need
wider powers to check identity.

Ann Oweres, director of
Justice (The British Sections of
International Commission of
Jurists) says: “To be effective,
identity cards would have to be
compulsory, regularly checked,
and backed by national data
bases, for example, of
fingerprints, residence and
immigration status. The card
would be a gateway for future
checks.”

This would undoubtedly
lead to harassment of the young
and those from non-British
backgrounds as it has in France
where the zero immigration
policy has led to random checks
at road blocks and metro stations
of those who do not look French.

There is also the fear that
such wider powers would be
used to harass the travelling
community, those who do not
conform, and those who resist.
Groups on whom databases are
already being clandestinely
drawn up.

Another problem is that
of verifying and correcting the

information held on an
individual.

In early June, a trainee
probation  officer, Gareth

Thomas, had his future career
threatened when a routine
security check identified him as
someone from the same country,
with the same name and near
date of birth who had serve a two
year sentence on a serious
conviction ten years previously.

The security check came
before Gareth’s first trip to a
prison. He wasn’t told why he
was denied entry and only found
out what was wrong when his
tutor rang to tell him she had
been informed of the conviction
by the Kent probation service,
who had got it from the police’s
national computer, and he would
fail his course.

A few years ago
Australia attempted to introduce
ID cards with overwhelming
public support. When the reality
came to light this support turned
to mass opposition. Indeed, in
1953 wartime ID cards in this
country were abolished because
they “tended to make people
resentful of the action of the
police.”

Where There’s Muck

The remorseless in-
genuity and recycling
capabilities of travellers
has triumphed recently

in the Irish Republic.

A tinker family
moved onto some land in the
Dublin area, much to the
annoyance of the local
authorities. As a result the
City Council arrived with
truck loads of manure and
dumped them next to where
the family were staying. The

authority claimed that the
excrement was designed to
help build a city park
nearby, but there was little
doubt why they had placed it
there.

Never-the-less, after
a few weeks of waiting, the
tinker family decided not to
be intimidated by the smell
any longer. Did they move
off site? No, they bagged up
the manure and sold it to
local garden centres and
horticulturists.

Nuclear waste

trains

iven lick of

protest paint

Three people were
arrested in May after
sitting in front of a
train carrying nuclear
waste and painting it
with anti-nuclear

slogans.

Christopher
Gwyntopher and Katie
Andrews, both seasoned
campaigners, were charged
with obstructing an engine
under the 1886 Malicious
Damages Act.

Oliver Stoll was
charged with criminal
damage for painting the
train with a danger sign,
the words “danger” and
“death” and an outline of a
child in remembrance of
the nuclear shadow of
Hiroshima.

Nine other people
took part in the action, at
Stratford Station, east
London, by leafleting
passengers on adjacent
platforms and outside the
station.

Nuclear waste from
Bradwell Power Station, in
Essex, is transported
through London every
Thursday on it way to the
Thorpe reprocessing plant
at Sellafield.

“Even if an accident
doesn’t happen,” said
Christopher Gwyntopher,
“there are radiation
emissions from the train. A
Geiger counter gives a

reading from 400 metres
and the train crew’s own
instructions tells them not
to remain near the wagons
unnecessarily.

“If there was an
accident which punctured
the container,” he
continued, “according to
work done by a consultant
engineer, an area of 28
miles downwind of the
train would have to be
evacuated or else people
would die of radiation
sickness”.

The activists
delayed the train for ten
minutes, long enough for it
to be painted, as part of a
London-wide action
against the train.

In December, two
CND campaigners, David
Polden and CND vice chair
Pat Arrowsmith, were
arrested for carrying out a
similar action.

They are due to
appear at Snaresbrook
Crown Court on July 24th
at 10am. The three people
arrested in May appeared
before Stratford
Magistrates Court on June
19th. The maximum
sentence for obstructing an
engine is two year’s
imprisonment. A London-
wide action against the
shipment of nuclear waste
through the capital is

planned for October 14th.
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Critical Mass, 26th May. Approximately 500 cyclists took part in a demonstration of bike power
in Central London.This photograph was taken at the junction of Amwell Street and Pentonville Road
where a cyclist, Kate de Pulford, was recently killed by a skip lorry. On mass, the cyclists stopped at
the busy junction, dismounted and many raised their bikes in the air as a gesture of respect and

defiance. Critical Mass is taking off big-time.

New Police Baton goes Lethal

In May this year, Brian
Douglas became the
first person to suffer
fatal injuries inflicted
by the new US style
batons employed by
the police.

He was arrested in south
London on May 3, for a minor
traffic offence and was struck
several times on the back of the
head. Police claim he was found
to be in possession of a lock-
knife, some cannabis and a CS
gas container, and that a scuffle
broke out as they tried to arrest
him.

Douglas was kept in a
police cell for 15 hours before
being taken to St Thomas’s
Hospital, where he died on May
8. During his detainment in the
police cells he was visited four
times by police surgeons, all of
whom failed to realise that he
had a fractured skull.

The police maintain that
there is no evidence to suggest
the baton-injury sustained by
Brian Douglas was the cause of
his death. But the new poly-
carbon batons recently
introduced by the Metropolitan
Police have been a major cause
of concern and warnings over
accidents waiting to happen.

A north London police
station recently held a private
demonstration of the new
batons for local dignitaries. At
the demo it was stressed that the
batons are “defensive weapons”
for dealing with “violent or
potentially violent” prisoners.
The emphasis was very much
on dangerous criminals. Police
can choose between a 26 inch
hollow baton or a 24 inch solid
one. Both are equally effective.

At the meeting, it was

of confrontation which has not
developed into violence. In
such a case the baton is drawn
from behind the back and held
against the back of the leg
where it can’t be seen. This is so
an already tense situation is not
exacerbated but the baton is
ready for use if necessary. The
second is to warn off aggressive
“prisoners” should they make to
attack the police officer. In this
case the baton is pointed at the
other person at arms length. The
police officer shouts “back”
while taking a step backwards.
The third phase is to use the
baton to strike the assailant.
According to the police the
batons are designed to “cause
minimal injury”.

The first target is the
upper arm which is struck once
and then the officer steps back.
If this fails the second target is
the upper thigh with similar
strike and backward step. If this
fails to deter the attack then the

next line of defence is to strike
the arm and leg in quick
succession.

When asked by a
member of the audience what
happens if somebody ducks, the
police instructor admitted that
in such a case they have to be
careful because it is possible to
strike their head.

She also admitted that
the force of the baton is such
that: “It is quite possible to
break somebody’s arm.”

Obviously, something
went wrong with the procedure
in Brian Douglas’s case and
killed him. The disciplined
procedures described above
also seemed to be little adhered
to when police attacked road
protesters outside the London
Weekend Television Studio in
May. (see Nightmare on LWT
Street)
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Freelance
Journalists
Targetted

Four freelance
journalists covering
demonstrations were
arrested in the first
week of June,
heralding what may be
a change in police
tactics towards NVDA
protests.

SQUALL also
understands that in April,
during an action against the
A3 in Hindhead, Hampshire,
security guards sprayed white
paint onto camera lenses.

Nick Cobbing, a
freelance photographer who
works for SQUALL and
Corrie Cheyne, of Small
World Video, were among
five people arrested during an
action against the launch of
the new Alfa Romeo saloon
car in Baker Street, London.

About 15 members of
the Revolutionary Pedes-
trian’s Front - one of several
groups sprouting from the

anti-roads movement -
gatecrashed the launch, read
out the Government’s

accident statistics and pelted
the car with flour and paint.

According to Corrie,
she and Nick had lingered to
photograph the aftermath
when showroom staff made a
“citizen’s arrest” and held
them until police arrived.

“I told them that I was
a freelance journalist filming
for Small World,” she said.
“They (the police)
confiscated the camera, tape
and battery belt which they
will hold until August.” Nick
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also had his film confiscated,
although it had been
accidentally exposed.

Nick was arrested
despite telling police that he
was photographing the event
for New Statesman and
showing them his NUIJ card.
Both were held for 22 hours
and bailed until August. They
were arrested for criminal
damage and assault although
have not yet been charged.

Equally suspect was
the arrest of writer Ursula
Wills-Jones and photographer
Justin Cooke during a demo
against an open-cast coal
mine in Garforth, near Leeds,
on June 1st. They were
covering the event for the Big
Issue North West and were
among 19 people arrested for
aggravated trespass - the first
arrests for demonstrations
under the CJA other than hunt
sabs.

Both were -carrying
NUJ cards and again the
police refused to believe they
were freelance journalists.
They were held for 13 hours
before being charged and are
due to appear in court on July
4th. Jason’s film, however,
was not confiscated.

“In the last couple of
years video has been used in
evidence and the number of
people being cleared due to
video evidence is worrying
them,” Corrie told SQUALL.
“This year alone five cases
have been overturned or did
not make it to court because
of Small World footage.”
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What the Eyes Don’t
See - The Mind Doesn’t
Have to Ponder

residents’ action group to

Families living on
protest against the Taylor’s

b
Taylor S . Avem,le Avenue site. The Grimsby
gypsy site I Evening Telegraph began
Cleethorpes were printing stories every week,
evicted at the end of joining a campaign which
peaked two years ago when
May' the then lady Mayor led a

The land was first
occupied in 1991 by around
15 gypsy families who had
previously been kicked off a
number of official sites in
the neighbouring borough of
Grimsby.

They then found
themselves on a piece of
county council land on the
salubrious Taylor’s Avenue;
the Mayfair of Cleethorpes.
A court case, started by
Mandy Smith and strongly
fought, quickly followed.
The judge ruled that under
the 1968 Caravan Sites Act,
the council could not carry
out an eviction until an
alternative site had been
found. He also ordered that
amenties including rubbish
collection, toilets and water
be provided.

Over the next four
years 30 alternative sites
were looked at. Every one
was objected to by local
residents and rejected.
Within a year the net-curtain
-twitching-brigade had
mobilised and launched a

100-strong not-in-our-street
march in opposition to the
site.

Finally time ran out,
no alternative site had been
located and the case went
back to court. Christine
Price and others living on
the site worked hard,
attempting a  planning
application, but this time the
magistrate saw it as a
straightforward  criminal
justice eviction case and, by
this time - under the CJA -
the council no longer had a
statutory  obligation to
provide another site so they
simply didn’t bother.

The community of
around eight families who
were left on the site has
been broken up as, once
again, they have been forced
to shift. The settled (in
houses) residents’ final and
shameful word was printed
in the local rag: “They
didn’t really bother us too
much. We just didn’t like
looking at them.”

Pause for Thought

“So-called Jazz compositions may contain at most
10% syncopation; the remainder must consist of a
natural legato movement devoid of the hysterical
rhythmic reverses characteristic of the music of the
barbarian races and conducive to dark instincts alien
to the German people (so-called ‘riffs’).”

From legal regulations on dance orchestras in Nazi
occupied Prague

“Jazz is music that is based on rhythm and entirely
ignores or even shows contempt for melody, music in
which rhythm is indicated primarily by the ugly
sounds of whining instruments so insulting to the
soul....”

Josef Goebbels 7th March 1942

McLibel Appeal For Assistance

Two unwaged environ-
mental activists are
being sued by the
McDonalds Corporation
for distributing leaflets
critical of their environ-
mental, nutritional and
employment record.

Although the largest of
its kind, it is in fact one of many
such actions initiated by the
burgher giants to stamp out all
criticism.

McDonalds have hired
top libel QC Richard Rampton
to fight the case. The McLibel,
two on the other hand, have no
formal legal representation
because libel suits do not
qualify for legal aid. Rather
than give in however, they have
decided to fight the complex
court case themselves, using
their own resources.

In order to do so they are
required to constantly analyse

copious quantities of witness
statements and court
documents. They have a small
but well organised support
campaign but they need more
support.

The work is wvital
because it has led to a full
public exposure of some of the
truths behind McDonalds’
friendly family fun image. For
instance, one of McDonalds
own scientific  witnesses
admitted in court that there is
indeed a link between fast food
and cancer. An actor who for
many years played the part of
the Ronald McDonald clown
now says he was involved in the
“brainwashing of children”.

The $1.4  billion that
McDonalds spend on
advertising each year has

ensured that Ronald the Clown
is now second only to Santa
Claus as the most famous
celebrity amongst children in
the United States. McDonalds

have also finally admitted that
they imported beef from Brazil
(a rain-forest country) during
the mid eighties; a fact they had
previously denied.

These are just a few of
revelations coming out of what
looks set to be the longest libel
trial in British legal history. But
they need your support.

McDonalds makes $26
billion a year in profit, whilst
the two co-defendants being
sued by them receive £2,200 a
year as UB40s; Richard
Rampton QC earns £2,000 a
day.

Funds are required for
the huge amounts of<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>